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Woman killed over 
black magic 
MEDAK: Ina shocking 
incident, a woman was 
set on fire by villagers on 
suspicion of practising 
sorcery in Katrial. Ac- 
cording to her family 
members, the woman 
was in deep sleep when 
her relatives, living in the 
neighbourhood, barged 
in, attacked her and set 
her ablaze. When her son 
tried to come to her 
rescue, he was beaten 
up and chased away. De- 
spite his repeated ap- 
peals, none of the vil- 
lagers came to the 
woman’s rescue. 
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T20 ticket sales 
from today 


HYDERABAD: Tickets 
for the third India-Ban- 
galdesh T20 match 
being held on Oct 12 at 
Uppal stadium in Hyder- 
abad will be sold on 
Paytm from 12.30 pm 
today. HCA president Ja- 
ganmohan Rao said 
tickets from Rs 750 to 
Rs 15,000 will be avail- 
able on the Paytm in- 
sider website/App. 
Tickets booked online 
should be redeemed 
from October 8 to 12 at 
Gymkhana Stadium from 
11 am to 7 pm. No tickets 
will be sold offline, the 
HCA informed. 


CHICKEN RATES 
IN HYDERABAD 


wu Rs, 114 

. Rs. 136 
. Rs. 197 
. Rs. 224 
a Rs. 72 


With skin 
Skinless......... 


KTR writes to CM, 
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SC forms SIT to 


probe /addu row 


PTI 
NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court on Fri- 
day set up a five-member in- 
dependent SIT to probe the 
allegations of animal fat 
used in preparing Tirupati 
laddus to “assuage the feel- 
ings of crores of people” 
while making clear that the 
court cannot be used as a 
“political battleground”. 

The development as- 
sumes significance as the 
top court-appointed panel 
substitutes the Andhra 
Pradesh government’s spe- 
cial investigation team 
(SIT) constituted on Sep- 
tember 26 to probe the po- 
litically sensitive row over 
the alleged use of animal fat 
in laddus. 

“We don’t want this to be 
turned into a_ political 
drama. There are senti- 
ments of crores of people 
throughout the world,” a 
Bench of Justices BR Gavai 
and KV Viswanathan ob- 
served. It directed that the 
independent SIT will com- 
prise two officers each from 
the Central Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (CBI) and the 
Andhra Pradesh Police be- 
sides a senior official of the 
Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI). 

The court said in the in- 
dependent SIT, the two offi- 
cers from the CBI would be 
nominated by its director 
while the two officers from 
the Andhra Pradesh Police 


CM WELCOMES 
SC’S RULING 


AMARAVATI: Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu on Friday welcomed the 
Supreme Court’s decision on 
constituting an independent 
SIT to conduct a probe into al- 
legations of use of animal fat in 
making Tirupati Jaddus. Ina 
post on X, he said: “I welcome 
the Honourable Supreme 
Court’s order of setting up SIT, 
comprising officers from CBI, 
AP Police and FSSAI to inves- 
tigate the issue of adulteration 
of Tirupati laddu.” Senior 
YSRCP leader and former min- 
ister R K Roja said the apex 
court's direction is a welcom- 
ing development. Pt! 


would be named by the 
State government. The 
FSSAI chairperson would 
nominate a senior officer of 
the authority to be a part of 
the SIT, it said. The Bench 
also directed that the SIT 
shall work under the super- 
vision of the CBI director. 
“We clarify that we would 
not permit the court to be 
used as a political battle- 
ground,” the Bench said. 
“However, in order to as- 
suage the feelings of crores 
of people/devotees, we find 


calls for 


complete crop loan waiver 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao demanded the 
State government to imme- 
diately implement Rs 500 
bonus per quintal for coarse 
variety paddy as promised 
by the Congress during the 
elections. 

He also wanted the State 
government to implement a 
complete crop loan waiver 
and release Rythu Bharosa 
funds, including pending 
dues for the previous 
Vaanakalam season. He 
warned that the government 
will have to bear the brunt of 
farmers’ ire if it fails to de- 
liver on electoral promises. 

In an open letter to Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy, 
Rama Rao reminded the 
Congress government of the 
pledge made in its election 
manifesto, where it clearly 
stated that farmers would 


oe 
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receive an additional Rs 500 
per quintal for paddy. He 
found fault with the State 
government’s failure to ful- 
fil the promise, creating 
confusion and financial 
hardship for farmers. 

“Even after the end of the 
monsoon season, the gov- 
ernment has not provided 
any clarity on the bonus, 
and this is causing wide- 
spread worry among the 
farmers,” he said. Rama Rao 
also pointed out that the 
Congress government had 
failed to pay the previous 
season’s bonus, leaving 
farmers in a state of uncer- 


Jaishankar to visit 
Pak for SCO meet 


NEW DELHI/ISLAMABAD 


External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S Jaishankar will 
lead the Indian delegation at 
the upcoming Shanghai Co- 
operation Organization 
(SCO) Council of Heads of 
Governments (CHG) meet- 
ing, scheduled be held in Is- 
lamabad on October 15-16, 
the External Affairs Min- 
istry announced on Friday. 
“The External Affairs 
Minister will lead our dele- 
gation to Pakistan to partic- 
ipate in the SCO Summit 
which will be held in Islam- 
abad,” said MEA 
spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal during a weekly 


media briefing in New 
Delhi. The spokesperson 
made it clear that, at this 
point, there are no details 
available on any bilateral 
engagements that EAM 
Jaishankar may have during 
his Pakistan visit. 

As part of the formal 
process, Pakistan had ex- 
tended an invitation to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for the meeting. Jais- 
hankar’s participation in 
the meeting comes as no 
surprise as the SCO meet- 
ing does not require heads 
of states to participate and 
Indian ministerial delega- 
tions have been attending 
them in the past. ans 


= « Even after the end of monsoon 
season, the govt has not provided 
any clarity on Rs 500 bonus for 
=~ coarse variety paddy 


— KT RAMARAO, BRS WORKING PRESIDENT 


tainty. The BRS working 
president criticised the 
Congress leadership for its 
lack of focus on the farmers’ 
issues. “The Chief Minister 
talks only about providing a 
bonus to only fine variety of 
paddy, ignoring the fact that 
over 80 per cent of the 
State’s farmers grow coarse 
variety,” he said, adding that 
failing to pay the promised 
bonus to all farmers is a be- 
trayal of their trust. More- 
over, he highlighted the gov- 
ernment’s negligence in 
providing farmers with the 
Rythu Bharosa investment 
assistance. (SEE PAGE 2) 


‘NAIDU SHOULD 
APOLOGISE’ 


AMARAVATI: Welcoming the 
Supreme Court constituting an 
independent SIT to probe into 
allegations of use of animal fat 
in Tirupati laddus, YSRCP 
chief YS Jaganmohan Reddy 
on Friday said Andhra Pra 
desh Chief Minister N Chan- 
drababu Naidu should apolo- 
gise for misleading people. 
Cancelling the Special Investi- 
gation Team appointed by the 
Andhra Chief Minister, the 
Supreme Court has pointed 
out Naidu’s “true picture”, 
Reddy said at a press confer- 
ence and alleged that Naidu 
had been spreading lies. 
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that the investigation should 
be conducted by an inde- 
pendent SIT consisting of 
the representatives of the 
CBI, representatives of the 
State government and a rep- 
resentative of the FSSAI,” it 
said. Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu had claimed earlier 
this month that animal fat 
was used in preparing Tiru- 
pati laddus during the previ- 
ous YSRC regime in the 
state, triggering a massive 
politicalrow. — (SEEPAGE 2) 


3 children drown 
in Shamirpet lake 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 
Three minor boys 


drowned when they went 
for a swim in a lake at 
Kolthuru in Shamirpet on 
Friday. The boys were 
identified as Harsha, 
Manikanta and Manoj 
Kumar, all aged 12, and stu- 
dents of a private school. 

According to the police, 
as the school was closed 
for Dasara vacation, the 
children were playing near 
Harsha’s house. The trio 
then decided to go to the 
lake. After reaching the 
water body, though none of 
them knew how to swim, 
they got into the water and 
drowned. “The trio got into 
the water and went deeper 
and drowned,” an official 
said. The police, along with 
the GHMC DRF personnel, 
reached the spot and took 
up arescue operation. The 
bodies were retrieved and 
shifted to the hospital for 
autopsy. 
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NZ thrash India 
by 58 runs as 
skipper does 
star turn 


The Sun emitted a powerful solar flare, peaking at 5:48 pm (IST), on Friday. NASA’s Solar Dynamics Observatory, 
which continuously monitors the Sun, captured a high-resolution image of the event during its peak. — Photo: NASA 


36 naxals killed in encounter 


STATE BUREAU 
Kothagudem 


In one of the biggest opera- 
tions in Chhattisgarh, secu- 
rity personnel killed 36 nax- 
alites in a fierce encounter in 
the south Abujhmad on the 
border of Narayanpur-Dan- 
tewada districts on Friday. 
According to officials, a 
joint police party of the 
Narayanpur-Dantewada 
district went on a search op- 
eration to receive informa- 
tion about the presence of 
naxalites in the area. The ex- 
change of fire, which started 
at 1 pm, continued until late 


evening. Dantewada SP 
Gaurav Rai said that AK 47s, 
SLRs and many other 
weapons were seized. The 
bodies of 14 naxalites were 
recovered, and there was a 
possibility of casualties in- 
creasing further. The per- 
sonnel from District Re- 
serve Guard and Special 
Task Force took part in the 
operation. According to 
sources, the PLGA 6th com- 
pany suffered a huge loss in 
the encounter. 

Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai hailed the security 
forces for their operation 
and said the ‘double engine’ 


‘GHMC will be split 
into 4 corporations’ 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Is the government planning 
to split the Greater Hyder- 
abad Municipal Corpora- 
tion (GHMC) into four cor- 
porations? 

If one were to go by the 
terse announcement of 
Roads and Buildings Minis- 
ter Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy, the proposal is 
under active consideration 
of the Congress govern- 
ment. The laconic state- 
ment came from the Minis- 
ter at ASSOCHAM’s Urban 
Infrastructure § Summit- 
2024 here on Friday. In his 


speech as the chief guest at 
the summit attended by in- 
dustrialists, realtors, acade- 
micians and officials, the 
Minister declared that the 
splitting of GHMC would 
be done “after the elections” 
(possibly the polls to the 
GHMC). 

“Population in Greater 
Hyderabad was reaching al- 
most 1.5 crore. That’s the 
reason, the State govern- 
ment was planning to divide 
the GHMC into four corpo- 
rations. There would be 
four Mayors after the com- 
ing elections,” the Minister 
stated, taking everyone by 
surprise. (SEE PAGE 2) 


Pharma student gang-raped, 3 held 


STATE BUREAU 
Warangal 


The police arrested three 
youths, including a BTech 
student, on charges of rap- 
ing a 22-year-old pharmacy 
student after forcing her to 
consume alcohol at a lodge 
in Warangal city. The inci- 
dent occurred two weeks 
ago but came to light only 
when the victim’s parents 
approached Police Commis- 
sioner Ambar Kishor Jha 
and lodged a complaint. 
According to ACP 
Nandiram Naik, Tati Shiv- 
raj Kumar alias Jetty from 
Hanuman Nagar in Bhupal- 
pally district headquarters, 
Kuchana Manideep from 
Godavarikhani in Pedda- 
palli district and Kodam 


WOMAN GANG-RAPED IN PUNE, 
MALE FRIEND ASSAULTED 


PUNE: A 21-year-old woman was allegedly raped by three unidenti- 
fied persons, who also tied her male friend to a tree and assaulted 
him at an isolated place on the outskirts of Pune city, police said on 
Friday. The horrific incident took place in the Bopdev Ghar area at 
around 11 pm on Thursday and a day later police released sketches 
of two of the suspects as they intensified efforts to trace the culprits 
and sought help of citizens to nab them. According to the Kondhwa 
police, under whose jurisdiction the crime occurred, the woman had 
gone to the locality with a male friend. pti 


Vivek, a BTech student 
from BITS College in Luck- 
nepalli, Narsampet mandal, 
allegedly gangraped the 
victim, a second-year B 
Pharmacy student at a col- 
lege in Warangal. 

The ACP said along with 
the car used by the accused, 
three cell phones were 
seized from their posses- 


sion. In her complaint, the 
victim alleged that Shivraj 
Kumar asked her to accom- 
pany him in a car, claiming 
he had something to dis- 
cuss. Since she knew him 
and was from her village, 
she agreed. However, later, 
Manideep and Vivek joined 
them in the car and the four 
went to a lodge near a veg- 


etable market in the city. 
She alleged that the three 
men forced her to consume 
alcohol and raped her. 
They also threatened to kill 
her if she disclosed the in- 
cident to anyone. The vic- 
tim revealed the ordeal to 
her parents after she re- 
turned home from her hos- 
tel after completing her 
exams. Later, the victim’s 
parents approached Police 


Commissioner Ambar 
Kishor Jha and lodged a 
complaint. 


On the direction of the 
commissioner, a case was 
registered and the victim 
was sent for a medical ex- 
amination. Special teams 
were formed to nab the cul- 
prits and within 24 hours 
all three were arrested. 


government (BJP govern- 
ment in the State and at the 
Centre) is determined to 
eliminate the menace. 

“Our fight to eliminate 
naxalism will end only after 
reaching its conclusion. Our 
double engine government 
is determined for this. Elim- 
inating naxalism from the 
State is our aim,” he added. 

Personnel belonging to the 
State Police’s District Re- 
serve Guard (DRG) and Spe- 
cial Task Force (STF) were 
involved in the operation, he 
said. With this latest en- 
counter, 185 naxalites have 
been gunned down by the se- 


curity forces in separate gun 
battles in the Bastar region 
comprising seven districts, 
including Dantewada and 
Narayanpur, so far this year, 
police said. On April 16, as 
many as 29 Naxalites, in- 
cluding some higher-rank- 
ing cadres, were killed in an 
encounter with security per- 
sonnel in Kanker district. 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, during his visit to 
Chhattisgarh in August said 
India will be free from LWE 
by March 2026, and a strong 
and ruthless strategy was re- 
quired to launch the final as- 
sault against the menace. pti 


Job aspirants in a 


fix over Telugu 
Akademi books 


The confusion arose after TGPSC informed HC that the books 
could not be treated as authentic source in competitive exams. 


YUVRAJ AKULA 
Hyderabad 


Are Telugu Akademi books 
for competitive examina- 
tion preparation authentic 
or not? This is the dilemma 
faced by scores of govern- 
ment job aspirants in the 
State. The confusion among 
the aspirants arose after the 
Telangana Public Service 
Commission (TGPSC) in- 
formed the High Court that 
the books of Telugu 
Akademi, a government in- 
stitution, could not be 
treated as an authentic 
source in a competitive ex- 
amination. 

During the recent court 
hearing with regards to ob- 
jections on the Group-I pre- 
liminary test final key, the 
Commission, in a counter 
affidavit said content 
printed in the Telugu 
Akademi’s Telangana His- 


tory-Culture 2016 edition 
was not based on any re- 
search work. The Akademi’s 
Telangana Regional Geog- 
raphy book content was also 
questioned by the Commis- 
sion, which said the book 
does not contain material 
based on research work as 
no such reference was 
made. “The book is written 
more in the form of running 
notes. This book is mere 
compilation of material 
from different sources and 
organised under various 
chapters,” it said. 

This submission by the 
TGPSC left several Group- 
II and III services and other 
government job aspirants 
worried as they relied on 
the Akademi books for con- 
tent on Telangana’s His- 
tory, Culture, Geography, 
Telangana Movement and 
State formation for several 
years. (SEE PAGES 2, 3) 


TelanganaToday 


Saturday 
October 5, 2024 


HYDERABAD 


Q2 


FORECAST 
Partly cloudy sky in the 
morning hours becoming 
generally cloudy sky 


HYDERABAD 
Admission 
deadline 
V 


The last date for sub- 
mitting applications for 
admissions to SSC and 
Intermediate courses 
offered by the Telan- 
gana Open School Soci- 
ety (TOSS) for the aca- 
demic year 2024-25 
has been extended up 
to October 31. Inter- 
ested candidates can 
submit online applica- 
tions via website 
https://www.telan- 
ganaopenschool.org/. 
It is mandatory for the 
applicants to submit 
all required docu- 
ments to the accred- 
ited institutions after 
the online submission 
of application. 


Max. tem: 34.2°C 
Min. tem: 24.0°C 
RH: 73% 
Rainfall: Nil 


HYDERABAD 
Honour for 
UoH faculty 
V 


Pramod K Nayar, senior 
professor in Depart- 
ment of English, School 
of Humanities, UoH, 
has been invited to join 
the advisory board of 
the interdisciplinary 
academic publishing 
initiative from Oxford 
University Press called 
Oxford Intersections. 
Prof Nayar is a holder 
of the UNESCO Chair in 
Vulnerability Studies at 
the UoH. He was Smuts 
Visiting Fellow in Com- 
monwealth Studies at 
University of Cam- 
bridge in 2000-2001, 
the Charles Wallace 
India Trust-British 
Council Fellow at the 
University of Kent and 
a Fulbright Fellow. 


HYDERABAD 


PGDM 
applications 
yy 


Badruka School of 
Management (BSM) 
Hyderabad is accepting 
applications for its 
two-year, full-time res- 
idential post-graduate 
diploma in manage- 
ment programme for 
the academic session 
2025-2027. The BSM’s 
AICTE-approved PGDM 
programme is recog- 
nised for its focus on 
data, technology, and 
entrepreneurship and 
an industry-experien 
ced faculty accredited 
by institutions such as 
Kellogg, Wharton, and 
NUS. The first round of 
admissions will close 
on December 16. 


HYDERABAD 
Seminar at 
MANUU 

*7 


The Department of Is- 
lamic Studies, Maulana 
Azad National Urdu 
University (MANUU), 
organised a two-day 
national seminar on 
‘Historiography and 
Muslim Historians: 

An Indian Perspective’. 
Delivering the keynote 
address, Prof. Farhat 
Hasan of University 

of Delhi’s Department 
of History highlighted 
the significant contri- 
butions of the Mughal 
era, stating, “Among 
all the developments, 
the most important 
was the expansion 
and promotion of liter- 
acy.” 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Promoting sports 


at school level 


Edu Dept makes 10 hours of physical play in a week mandatory 


YUVRAJ AKULA 
HYDERABAD 


In a move aimed at enhanc- 
ing the well-being and holis- 
tic development of the stu- 
dents, the School Education 
department has mandated at 
least 10 hours of physical 
play ina week for each class 
in all schools in the State. 
The decision was recently 
taken during a review meet- 
ing held on streamlining the 
school games and sports. 

Apart from playing a 
sport or game, the schools 
have been asked to educate 
students about the impor- 
tance of physical education 
and benefits of sports like 
kho-kho, kabaddi, and vol- 
ley ball, among others. 
They were also asked to ex- 
plain to students about the 
anatomy, kinesiology, 
physiology, psychology, 
Yoga, importance of bal- 
anced diet and nutrition, 
and learning self-defence 
techniques. 

The school headmasters 
have been asked to motivate 
parents about the impor- 
tance of extending special 
coaching if their wards were 
identified with a potential to 
excel in sports. 

Meanwhile, to promote 
sports at the school level, 
the department has decided 
to roll out a sports academic 


The school headmasters have been asked to motivate parents about the importance of extending 
special coaching if their wards were identified with a potential to excel in sports. 


calendar, which will be on 
the lines of the academic 
calendar, from this aca- 
demic year. 

The State School Games 
Federation has been asked 
to prepare the sports calen- 
dar that is expected to detail 
month-wise games and 
sports competitions to be 
held in schools besides the 
class-wise play hours in the 
schools. 


As part of the plan, 
under-14, 17 and 19 compe- 
titions will be organised at 
mandal, district and State 
levels and best players will 
be selected for further 
grooming for the national- 
level competitions. 

Presently, there are more 
than 26,000 government 
schools in the State. While 
there are 2,956 physical edu- 
cation posts, 2,526 are cur- 


TT-NT shopping 
bonanza’s 3rd draw 


held at Shaikpet 


TT and NT General Manager, (Advt), N Surender Rao and 
others at the event in Hyderabad on Friday. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The third draw as part of 
‘Telangana Today’ and ‘Na- 
masthe Telangana’ Dasara 
Shopping Bonanza was held 
at Kun Hyundai car show- 
room, Shaikpet, on Friday. 

‘Telangana Today’ and 
‘Namasthe Telangana’ Gen- 
eral Manager, Advertise- 
ment, N Surender Rao, As- 
sistant General Manager 
(Advt), Raji Reddy, and Ad- 
vertisement Manager, Cha- 
ran Anand, along with Kun 
Hyundai showroom DGM, 
Akula Karthik, sales man- 
ager, Shivaji, customer care 
manager, Srivani, partici- 
pated in the lucky draw. 

The first prize was 
bagged by Vinay Kumar, 
second prize by Rajasekhar 
and the third prize was won 
by Ram. 

The Dasara shopping bo- 
nanza has KLM Fashion 
Mall as main sponsor and is 
powered by Almond House, 


while Big C is gift sponsor, 
TNews is TV partner, S TV 
is digital partner and the 
other partners include Kun 
Hyundai, Harsha Toyota, 
Orange Group, Manepally 
Jewellers, Bank of Baroda 
and Punjab National Bank. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Surender Rao urged people 
to check the shopping bo- 
nanza in “Telangana Today’ 
and ‘Namasthe Telangana’ 
and shop at the select stores 
till October 9 to win the 
prizes. Akula Karthik said 
the Kun Hyundai was giving 
discounts on cars for Dasara 
festivities and the gifts to be 
won as part of shopping bo- 
nanza offered additional ad- 
vantage for shoppers. 

A customer at the show- 
room, Srinivas Reddy 
thanked ‘Telangana Today’ 
and ‘Namasthe Telangana’ 
for providing him with an 
opportunity to win a gift 
apart from availing the in- 
centives offered by the Kun 
Hyundai. 


Cyient DLM acquires 
Altek Electronics 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Cyient DLM, a leading inte- 
grated electronics manufac- 
turing company, announced 
its acquisition of Altek Elec- 
tronics, a prominent elec- 
tronic manufacturing serv- 
ices (EMS) company based 
in the United States. 

This strategic move 
marks a significant mile- 
stone in Cyient DLM’s 
growth plan, expanding its 
presence in the North 
American market and 
strengthening its capabili- 


ties across key sectors. 
Altek Electronics, with its 
strong footprint in the 
medical and health care 
and _ industrial sectors, 
strengthens Cyient DLM’s 
capability in these sectors 
and adds a diverse cus- 
tomer base to Cyient DLM, 
a press relase said. 

The acquisition adds a 
number of Fortune 500 
clients to Cyient DLM’s 
portfolio and strategic en- 
gagements with multiple 
other key clients. Krishna 
Bodanapu, executive chair- 
man of Cyient DLM, said, 


Agarwal Samaj 
felicitates 
senior cops 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A series of cultural events 
and felicitation ceremonies 
of senior police officials 
marked the 5148th birth an- 
niversary of Agrasen Ma- 
haraj celebrations organ- 
ised by Agarwal Samaj, 
Telangana. The Maharaja 
Agrasen Jayanti Mahotsav 
is celebrated in honour of 
Maharaja Agrasen, a leg- 
endary king and a revered 
figure in the Agarwal com- 
munity, a press release said. 
Manish Agarwal, president, 
Agarwal Samaj, and other 
senior community mem- 
bers also felicitated senior 
police officials including 
Dr. Jitender, DGP; Sandeep 
Sultania, Principal Secre- 
tary, Finance; Shikha Goel, 
DGP CID and Women 
Safety Wing; and other sen- 
ior officials. 


KTR writes to CM, calls for 
complete crop loan waiver 


“The Congress pledged Rs 7,500 per acre, but the 
farmers are yet to see any support. During the 
last Yasangi (Rabi) season, only the Rythu 
Bandhu payments amounting to Rs 5,000 per 
acre were made, leaving the farmers to fend for 
themselves. For Vaanakalam season (Kharif), 
even that amount was not paid till date,” he 
stated, adding that investment assistance has not 
been provided in time for the planting or har- 


vesting seasons. 


The former Minister went on to castigate the 
Congress government for its massive borrowing 
and focus on the Musi River beautification proj- 
ect, questioning why Rs 1.5 lakh crore was being 
allocated to such projects, while essential finan- 
cial aid to farmers was neglected. “The govern- 
ment is more interested in grand projects to ful- 
fil its pockets than fulfilling its promises to the 
farmers of this State,” he said. 

He demanded the Congress government to 
immediately deposit Rs 10,000 per acre into 
farmers’ accounts, including pending arrears 
from the last Vaaankalam season. “The farmers 
are on the verge of revolt if the government fails 


to act,” he warned. 


Rama Rao also took aim at the government’s 
failure to deliver on its loan waiver scheme. Re- 
ferring to the recent statement by Agriculture 
Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao, Rama Rao 
said it was clear that the Congress had not ful- 
filled its promise to waive loans for 20 lakh farm- 
ers. He called this a grave deception and warned 
that continued neglect of farmers’ issues would 
lead to widespread unrest. He demanded the 
Congress government to act swiftly and deliver 
its commitments to farmers, failing which the 
BRS would take up a fight to ensure that their 


rights were safeguarded. 


rently working. The depart- 
ment intends to make use of 
these physical education 
teachers to impart sports 
training to students. 
Further, to promote 
games and sports among 
school students, the depart- 
ment has been extending 
sports grants of Rs 5,000 for 
primary schools and Rs 
10,000 for high schools, de- 
pending on the enrolments. 


Joaquin Phoenix captivates 
in Joker: Folie a Deux 


Once the Joker does fully emerge, Phoenix’s 
Fleck is visibly aghast at what he’s wrought 


f there’s one undeniably 
[competing thing about 

both Todd Phillips’ divi- 
sive 2019 original and his 
new follow-up, it’s that these 
movies are best when they 
dance. The first movie might 
have been a muddled at- 
tempt to retrofit a ‘Taxi 
Driver’-styled ‘70s realism 
into a Joker origin story, but, 
man, when Joaquin Phoenix 
is on his toes, it’s hard to 
look away. 

He’s nearly as captivating 
in Joker: Folie 4 Deux’, a mu- 
sical that closely follows the 
events of the first film as an 
imprisoned Arthur Fleck 
(Phoenix) goes on trial for 
the murders that occurred at 
the culmination of Joker.’ 

But any sense of forward 
momentum has gone out the 
window in ‘Joker: Folie a 
Deux’. Phillips has followed 
his very anti-hero take on 
the Joker with a very anti-se- 
quel. It combines prison 
drama, courthouse thriller 
and musical, and yet turns 
out remarkably inert given 
how combustible the origi- 
nal was. 

That makes it a theoreti- 
cally interesting film but a 
curiously dull one, particu- 
larly given that it stars two 
such incredibly watchable 
performers in Phoenix and 
Lady Gaga, who plays a fel- 
low inmate, Lee Quinzel, in- 
fatuated with the Joker. 

Arthur is now heading for 
either the death penalty or 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS Kukatpally MLA 
Madhavaram Krishna Rao 
opposed the Congress 
government demolishing 
houses of the poor in the 
name of HYDRAA and 
Musi Riverfront Develop- 
ment project. 

He accused the State 
government of terrorising 
the people of Hyderabad 
for the past three months. 
He demanded that the 
government hold consul- 
tations with all stakehold- 
ers and take them into 
confidence before taking 
up any such activities. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference at Telangana Bha- 
van on Friday, Krishna 
Rao demanded that the 
government stop harass- 


Kukatpally MLA warns 
against demolitions 


ing residents and, instead, 
focus on supporting the 
poor. “The government 
should release the list of 
tanks that existed in Hy- 
derabad in the past and 
how many remain, along 
with their FTLs and buffer 
zones,” he said. He also 
demanded that the State 
government order a judi- 
cial inquiry into the al- 
leged encroachments. 

He ridiculed the claims 
of CM A Revanth Reddy 
that BRS leaders had en- 
croached upon the Nal- 
lacheruvu pond and de- 
manded that he furnish a 
report on who was re- 
sponsible. He said the BRS 
government initiated em- 
bankment of the Nal- 
lacheruvu tank, but with- 
drew following a court 
order. 


HYDRAA ROW 


KVP, Mahender Reddy say 
no violations in farmhouses 


Title: Joker: 
Folie a Deux 
Directors: 

Todd Phillips 


Cast: Joaquin Phoenix, Lady 
Gaga, Zazie Beetz, Harry 
Lawtey, Brendan Gleeson, 
Catherine Keener, Steve 
Coogan, Leigh Gill and Bill 
Smitrovich 


life in prison, it’s just a mat- 
ter of whether his attorney 
(Catherine Keener) can con- 
vince a jury that he suffers 
from split personality syn- 
drome. The throngs outside 
the courthouse clamour not 
for Arthur but the Joker, 
who they regard as an anar- 
chist martyr. 

The movie works best 
when Arthur and Lee lock 
into one other. This is 


Arthur’s first blush with the 
love he has lacked, but their 
connection may also have 
more to do with fantasy. 
Their time together is actu- 
ally somewhat limited but, 
in Arthur’s imagination, 
their emotions soar in songs, 
mostly old standards, they 
sing tenderly to one another. 

These musical interludes 
break free of an otherwise 
fairly bleak and belaboured 
narrative, as a legal and 
penal system that doesn’t 
know how to_ handle 
Arthur’s pain, or that he’s a 
reflection of their failure, 
help twist him back into the 
Joker. Once the Joker does 
fully emerge, Phoenix’s 
Fleck is visibly aghast at 
what he’s wrought. 

It’s not surprising that 
‘Folie 4 Deux’ originated in 
concept as a stage show. It’s 
stuck in place, with only 
Phoenix’s dazzling contor- 
tions to marvel at. ae 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Former MP KVP Ra- 
machandra Rao and MLC 
Patnam Mahender Reddy 
claimed that their farm- 
houses were constructed 
as per rules at Himayath- 
sagar and offered to de- 
molish them if there were 
any violations in the con- 
structions. 

The former MP wrote 
to Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy on Friday 
and said since he was a 
Congress leader, there 
should be no relaxation in 
initiating any action. He 
also wanted the govern- 
ment to act as per law. 

In the letter, Ramachan- 
dra Rao said YS Ra- 
jashekhara Reddy govern- 
ment had launched the 


‘Save Musi’ project on Au- 
gust 24, 2005, with an in- 
vestment of Rs 908 crore. 
However, considering the 
exorbitant cost involved 
in ensuring the rehabilita- 
tion for oustees, espe- 
cially the poor and mid- 
dle-income groups, the 
government could not 
continue the project, the 
former MP said. 
Mahender Reddy said 
he constructed his farm- 
house in Himayathsagar 
as per the rules 20 years 
ago. Officials have not is- 
sued any notice so far, he 
told media persons at the 
Secretariat. “If it is proved 
that there are violations in 
constructing the farm- 
house, I will personally 
demolish it,” he said, 
adding that GOMs 111 was 
under the SC purview. 


The 


visions. 


rant. 


The Commission’s submission 
in the court had the candidates 
scrambling to reassess their 
study materials. With no alterna- 
tive recommendations provided 
by the TGPSC, candidates are un- 
sure where to turn for reliable re- 
sources for competitive examina- 
tion preparation. “It is shocking 


_ frompage1 | 


formed 


Job aspirants in a fix 


“Just to justify their final key in 
the court, the TGPSC termed the 
Telugu Akademi books as not 
standard for the competitive 
exams. This resulted in a lot of 
confusion among the Group aspi- 
rants on what books to refer to,” 
said Sharath Chandra, a job aspi- 


Earlier, the Minister found 
fault with the BRS, accusing it of 
politicising the Musi Riverfront 
Development Project. In the 
past, the BRS government se- 
cured a loan of Rs 1,000 crore 
from JICA for cleaning the Musi 
River, but now, after losing 
power, they were opposing the 
project. 

He asserted that despite the 
opposition, the project would be 
taken up in the interest of the 
public. People in Nalgonda and 
parts of Rangareddy were facing 
health issues as waste from 
pharma companies and un- 


to know that Telugu Akademi 
books are not being treated as an 
authentic source. I have been 
preparing from these books for 
the last five years. Now, Iam also 
referring to the private publica- 
tions,” said Venkatesh, a Group- 
IL and III job aspirant. 


The coaching experts urged 


the TGPSC to notify the refer- 
ence books for Group examina- 
tions as was done by the erst- 
while APPSC. The Group-III 
recruitment exam for 1,363 va- 
cancies is scheduled for Novem- 
ber 17 and 18, while the Group-II 
services exam for 783 vacancies is 
on December 15 and 16. 


‘“GHMC will be split into 4 corporations’ 


Venkat Reddy, however, did 
not elaborate on the point. In 
fact, it was in March last, that 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy asked officials to work 
out plans for the civic body con- 
sidering its rapid development. 
GHMC_ was 
through a notification issued on 
April 16, 2007, by merging 12 
municipalities into the then Mu- 
nicipal Corporation of Hyder- 
abad (MCH) by the then Andhra 
Pradesh government. Some 12 
years later, the GHMC was di- 
vided into six zones and 150 di- 


treated water was being re- 
leased into the Musi River. The 
project’s DPR was yet to be pre- 
pared, but the BRS was mislead- 
ing the people, saying the gov- 
ernment was going to spend 
about Rs 1.5 lakh crore, he said, 
adding that a delegation would 
visit South Korea shortly to 
study riverfront development. 


The Minister also said the Re- 


gional Ring Road project ten- 
ders would be floated in No- 
vember. It is an Rs 28,000 crore 
project funded by NHAI, and 
the RRR would cover nearly 50 
per cent of Telangana, he added. 


SC forms SIT to 
probe laddu row 


The YSRCP accused Naidu 
of indulging in “heinous alle- 
gations” for political gains 
while the ruling TDP in the 
State has circulated a labora- 
tory report to back its claim. 
The apex court passed the 
order on a batch of pleas, in- 
cluding those seeking a 
court-monitored probe into 
the alleged use of animal fat 
in making Tirupati laddus. It 
noted an FIR was registered 
in the matter alleging that 
the ghee received in tankers 
supplied on July 6 and July 12 
was found to be adulterated. 
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HYDERABAD 
Auction of 
vehicles 
WwW 


The Hyderabad City 
Police plans to auction 
about 1,212 abandoned 
and unclaimed vehicles 
of various types and 
makes. Hyderabad City 
Police Commissioner 
CV Anand issued an 
order on Friday asking 
those having any 
objection or ownership 
interest in any of these 
vehicles to file an appli- 
cation before the 
Commissioner and 
claim the vehicle 
within six months from 
the date of notification, 
failing which these 
would be auctioned. 
The details of vehicles 
and particulars are 
available with the auc- 
tion team at the Shiv 
Kumar Lal Police Sta- 
dium, Goshamahal, and 
on www.hyderabadpo- 
lice.gov.in. 


HYDERABAD 


2 held for 
cheating 
V 


The Task Force (North) 
team, along with the 
local police, nabbed 
two persons on 
charges of cheating the 
owner of a gold refin- 
ing shop and decamp- 
ing with Rs 30 lakh at 
Monda market on Fri- 
day. Officials seized 
cash of Rs 29.9 lakh, a 
car and two mobile 
phones, altogether 
worth Rs 35 lakh. The 
arrested persons are 
Rohan Kadam and 
Muzammil Baligar, 
both from Maharash- 
tra. Police said Rohan, 
who was working at 
the gold refining shop, 
escaped with Rs 30 
lakh in cash related to a 
business transaction, 
without handing it over 
to his employer. He 
was helped by his 
friend Baligar. 


HYDERABAD 
Illegal fire 
cracker unit 
V 


The Task Force (Cen- 
tral) team raided an 
illegal fire cracker 
storage and selling unit 
at Feelkhana in Begum 
Bazaar and caught one 
person on Friday. Offi- 
cials seized fire crack- 
ers worth Rs 15 lakh. 
The arrested person 
was identified as 
Shyam Yadav 
Kheriyawale (49), from 
Shahinayathgunj. Po- 
lice said in view of the 
expected demand 
during Dasara and Di- 
wali, Shyam Yadav had 
stored huge quantity of 
fire crackers illegally at 
a residential area with- 
out any valid licence. 
He was aware that 
storing fire crackers in 
residential area with- 
out any precautionary 
measures may cause 
severe damage. 


HYDERABAD 


SHOs 
transferred 
V 


Cyberabad Police Com- 
missioner Avinash Mo- 
hanty issued orders 
transferring certain in- 
spectors, on adminis- 
trative grounds, in the 
Commissionerate. The 
SHOs who were trans- 
ferred are Mohd 
Habubullah, posted as 
SHO Gachibowli; S An- 
janeyulu, posted as 
SHO Economic Of- 
fences Wing; K Srinivas 
Goud, as SHO Shankar- 
pally; and others. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Kidney transplant 


oom Patients seek aid 


Urge govt to support them through pension of Rs 10,000 


CITY BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


Patients, who have under- 
gone kidney transplantation 
in Telangana but have con- 
tinued to suffer due to vari- 
ous kinds of infections, have 
urged the Congress-led State 
government to support them 
through a monthly financial 
assistance of Rs 10,000. 

On Friday, nearly 50 kid- 
ney transplantation pa- 
tients, who are struggling to 
access quality healthcare, 
organised a protest at Praja 
Bhavan in the hope of reach- 
ing out directly to Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy 
and submitting their memo- 
randum highlighting their 
difficulties. 

Currently in Telangana, 
patients with chronic kidney 
ailments receive a monthly 
pension of Rs 2,100, apart 
from free dialysis and medi- 
cines after each dialysis ses- 
sion. There is no exclusive 
financial allocation in the 
form of pensions for those 
who have undergone kidney 
transplantation. 

“Under Aarogyasri, dur- 
ing the discharge of kidney 
transplant patients, drugs 
worth Rs 9,500 is provided, 
which covers only 50 per 
cent of the total costs of the 
medicines prescribed. Each 
kidney transplant patient 
struggles with different 
kinds of ailments or infec- 


Kidney transplant patients during a protest at Praja Bhavan on Friday. 


tions after kidney transplan- 
tation. Therefore, a pension 
of Rs 10,000 to patients, who 
are on dialysis and those 
who have undergone kidney 
transplant surgeries, is the 
need of the hour,” says 
Bhagwan Reddy, founder of 
Cheyutha Foundation for 
Organ Transplantation. 


Lifetime of medication 

There are anywhere from 
15,000-20,000 kidney trans- 
plant patients in Telangana. 
Each kidney patient needs 
different medicines for med- 
ical reasons and if cash is 
given, patients can procure 
prescribed medicines. A ma- 


jority of them find it very 
difficult to maintain their 
health as they have to buy 
medicines for a lifetime. “In 
Andhra Pradesh, the kidney 
transplant patients have the 
facility to avail a pension of 
Rs 10,000 and a similar ini- 
tiative has to be imple- 
mented in Telangana,” said 
Joseph, one of the kidney 
transplant patients who vis- 
ited Prajabhavan on Friday. 

Since this June, kidney 
transplant patients from 
Telangana have been raising 
the issue of a monthly pen- 
sion of Rs 10,000 with the 
present Congress-led State 
government. However, so 


far, the State government is 
yet to respond to the re- 
peated requests. 


Pension only for 

dialysis patients 

The patients said a pension 
of Rs 10,000 will go a long 
way in alleviating their fi- 
nancial burdens and will en- 
sure that they have access to 
better healthcare facilities. 
“While dialysis patients in 
Telangana do have access to 
pensions and free dialysis 
facilities, such financial sup- 
port is not available to us. 
That’s why we have come 
here to submit our memo- 
randum,” they said. 


Two girls escape from 
rehab centre, raped 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Two teen girls, who escaped 
from a rehabilitation centre 
run by a private organisa- 
tion at IS Sadan in Saidabad 
last month, were allegedly 
raped by five young men in 
separate instances in 
Jangaon. 

As per available informa- 
tion, one of the girls from 
Jangaon, had been residing 
at the shelter for the past 
three months and the other 
one who belonged to Hy- 
derabad, had arrived in Sep- 
tember this year. 

Both girls aged 14 and 15 
years, who are learned to 
have run away from their 
homes, were lodged in the 
shelter and soon became 
friends. 

According to the police, 
for reasons unknown, the 
duo disliked staying in the 
shelter home and escaped 
through a window on Sep- 
tember 24. 


One of them from 
Jangaon was resid- 
ing at the shelter 
for three months 
and the other was 
from Hyderabad 


Based on the complaint 
from the shelter home au- 
thorities, the Saidabad po- 
lice booked a missing case 
and took up investigation 
and special teams started 
searching for them. 

Meanwhile, the girls 
reached Jangaon the same 
night, where one of the girls 
was raped by Nagaraju, who 
is known to her, promising 
shelter. Another youth, Sai 
Deep, noticed the second 
girl alone near the bus stop 
and lured her with eatables 
and promised to give her 
shelter. 

He took her to a bakery, 
where he and Raju, the bak- 
ery owner, raped her. Later, 


Cop falls ill after 
eating at food joint 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Karkhana police booked a case 
against a popular eatery after a police in- 
spector from the Central Crime Station 
and his driver reportedly fell ill after eat- 
ing shawarma from the outlet. The inci- 
dent occurred on September 24, when In- 
spector T Vamshi Krishna Rao and his 
driver Kiran Kumar Reddy were returning 
from Secunderabad when they stopped at 
Grill-9 and bought two shawarmas. 


both the girls were dropped 
by the suspects at the bus 
stand. Police sources said 
the next day, Sai Deep, along 
with his friends Akhil and 
Rohith, met the girls at the 
bus stand and convinced 
them to come with them to 
Hyderabad, offering help. 

Instead, they drove the 
girls to different locations 
and sexually assaulted them 
before leaving them back at 
the bus stand. Eventually, 
the police found the girls at 
the bus stand and returned 
them to the rehabilitation 
centre. 

However, they did not 
open up with the authorities 
and staff initially but re- 
vealed about the sexual as- 
saults during counselling 
sessions at Bharosa Centre. 

Based on the girls’ state- 
ments, the Saidabad police 
altered the sections of the 
case under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of- 
fences (POCSO) Act and ar- 
rested the suspects. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF GRANTED 
PATENTS & PUBLISHED BOOKS 


Dr. Varadala Sridhar is pleased to announce the 
recent granted and published multiple patents across 
several countries, including Japan, Australia, India, 
United Kingdom, WIPO-Geneva, and Canada. 
Additionally, Sridhar has published a series of books 
on cutting-edge technologies, such as Machine Learning 
and Artificial Intelligence, Robotics and ChatGPT, 
Machine Learning and loT, Wireless Communication 


and Networks, Artificial Intelligence, and Device-to- 


Elderly couple 
duped of Rs 10.61 cr 
by cyber fraudsters 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


An elderly couple from the 
city was duped by cyber 
fraudsters to the tune of Rs 
10.61 crore, allegedly with 
threats of ‘digital arrest’ and 
scare tactics. The Telan- 
gana Cyber Security Bureau 
(TGCSB) is currently inves- 
tigating the case after the 
couple filed a formal com- 
plaint. 

The victim, a 73-year-old 
man, was hospitalised in 
June, when he received a 
call from someone claiming 
to be an official from the SBI. 
The caller falsely informed 
him that a bank account had 
been opened using his Aad- 
haar details in Mumbai and 
attempts were being made 
to withdraw money from it. 

When the elderly man de- 
nied having any bank ac- 
count in Mumbai, the caller 
suggested that he file acom- 
plaint with the Mumbai Po- 
lice and provided a phone 
number. He was further in- 
formed that his credentials 
were misused to open a 
bank account involved in 
money laundering. 

The fraudsters even sent 
letters through WhatsApp 
purportedly from the En- 
forcement Directorate (ED) 
and Income Tax (IT) De- 
partment to make the 
claims appear credible. The 
victim was told he needed 
to prove his innocence and 


The 73-yr-old was 
hospitalised in June 
when he received a 
call from a person 
claiming to be an 
official from SBI 


show that his assets, as well 
as those in his wife’s name, 
were not linked to any un- 
lawful activities. They fur- 
ther assured him the money 
would be returned within 
three days. 

The cybercriminals con- 
ducted several ‘investiga- 
tions’ through video calls, 
dressed as police officers, 
which further intimidated 
the couple. Under pressure, 
the elderly couple trans- 
ferred Rs 10.61 crore in in- 
stallments. After the funds 
were transferred, the fraud- 
sters ceased all communica- 
tion. The couple realised 
they had been scammed and 
lodged a complaint with the 
TGCSB. 

These accounts were 
traced to locations in Jhansi, 
Gorakhpur, Varanasi in 
Uttar Pradesh, as well as 
Bengaluru, Gurugram in 
Haryana, and various places 
in Bihar and Manipur. In- 
vestigations revealed that all 
these accounts were ‘mule 
accounts’ — bank accounts 
provided to criminals for 
commission purposes. 


Rs 826 cr sanctioned for 
KBR junction projects 


Initiative aims 
to address 
heavy traffic 
congestion 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Projects worth around Rs 
826 crore for improvement 
of all the six junctions 
around KBR Park by the 
Greater Hyderabad Munici- 
pal Corporation (GHMC) 
were sanctioned by the 
State government on Friday. 

The orders accorded ad- 
ministrative sanction of Rs 
42] crore under the H-CITI 
for the construction of a fly- 
over and underpass at the 
junctions of Jubilee Hills 
Checkpost, KBR Entrance 
and Mugdha junction, and 
Rs 405 crore for the junc- 
tions of Filmnagar, Ma- 
haraja Agrasen and Cancer 
Hospital junction. 

The GHMC said the con- 
struction of grade separa- 


The construction of grade separators at six major junctions 
around KBR Park will ensure smooth traffic flow. 


around KBR Park would en- 
sure the traffic moves with- 
out any hindrance across 
the crossroads. The junc- 
tions have been designed to 
ensure that the entire area is 
conflict-free and traffic can 
flow in an uninterrupted 
manner. 

Traffic going clockwise 
will travel in a series of un- 
derpasses, while _ traffic 
going counter clockwise 
will flow through a series of 
flyovers, the GHMC said, 


water retention structures 
were incorporated in under- 
passes to make sure these 
places do not become bot- 
tlenecks during monsoon. 
The junction improve- 
ment initiative is to address 
the issue of heavy traffic 
flow across multiple junc- 
tions near KBR Park. The 
traffic flow is very high with 
work, business and com- 
mercial trips and on roads 
leading to software firms in 
Madhapur, Hitec City, Kon- 


tors at six major junctions adding that designs of rain- dapur and Gachibowli. 
Road widening works | Youth loses 
HYDERABAD: The taken up to 5 km from Tri- money Mm 
HMWSSB, GHMC and po-___ dent Hotel to Yashoda Hos- 
lice will take up ajoint op- pital. Sewerage pipelines, stock market, 
eration to address traffic is- | which could be destroyed in : 
sues in Madapur and Hitec _ the process, were examined kills self 
City. For this, road widen- and it was decided to re- 
ing works would be under- store them. CITY BUREAU 

Hyderabad 


Job aspirants’ poster protest draws attention 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


In a unique protest, some 
Group-I services aspirants 
on Friday pasted posters at 
the TGPSC office in Nam- 
pally and Telugu Akademi 
in Hyderguda, shaming the 
commission over its inabil- 
ity to frame proper ques- 
tions and answers for the 
Group-I preliminary test. 

A poster in front of the 
Commission gate read: “It’s 
a shame on the TGPSC that 
failed to frame 150 questions 
for the Group-I services”. 


Posters on TGPSC office in Nampally, 
Telugu Akademi in Hyderguda shame 
commission over inability to frame proper 
questions, answers for Group-! prelims 


Another poster read: “Tama 
dictator and won’t accept if 
there is a mistake.” 

One such poster was also 
pasted over Telangana 
Pradesh Congress Commit- 
tee president B Mahesh 
Kumar Goud’s poster near 
the TGPSC office in Nam- 
pally. The commission in- 


formed the HC that Telugu 
Akademi books were not 
standard for competitive 
exams, a poster said and 
urged the aspirants not to 
purchase the books and pre- 
pare from them. Further, the 
posters questioned the com- 
mission’s failure to frame 
standard questions, causing 


issues for the aspirants. 
Meanwhile, BRS leader Dr 
RS Praveen Kumar de- 
scribed it as shameful that 
the TGPSC, a constitutional 
body, had pointed out that 
Telugu Akademi was func- 
tioning without proper re- 
search. Taking to X, he 
sought to know as to what 
books competitive exams 
aspirants should follow. It 
was unfortunate that the 
rule of reservation was 
being sidelined. by the gov- 
ernment in the HC and em- 
phasis was on Group-I key 
issue, he said. 


Upset over loss in online 
share market trading, a 
youth died by suicide at 
his home in Hayathnagar 
on Thursday night. 
Akhilesh Reddy (24), 
who completed BTech, 
was investing in the share 
market for the last three 
years. “He had no job and 
started investing hoping 
to earn good returns 
quickly. Though he in- 
vested a small amount ini- 
tially, gradually he in- 
creased his investments,” 
police said. But recently, 
most of his shares tanked, 
incurring a loss of Rs 25 
lakh. He took loans, but 
could not clear them. 
Upset over this, he hanged 
himself from the fan. 


Device Communication in 5G/6G Technologies. 
These works contribute significantly to society by 


offering practical applications in real time that will 
benefit both current and future generations. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that our client who intends to purchase from the 
owners/sellers mentioned below, all that piece and parcel of lands aggregating 
to 24.33 Acres comprised in Elikatta Village, Farooq Nagar Mandal, Ranga 


Reddy District, Telangana State: 


SI.No. Pattadar Name 


Survey No. Acre-Gunta 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/@92 0.15 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/¢31 0.15 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/32 0.15 


Anthi Gari Pedda Buchiah 


70/21 0.15 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/22 0.15 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/ a1 0.15 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/ S32 0.15 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/ S83 0.27 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/¢ 2 0.15 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/3 0.15 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70/¢s8 0.05 


Rechap Plastic Compnay 


70 / es 1 0.15 


Bendi Sameer Chandra Reddy 


54/@/1 0.33 


Bendi Narasimha Dushyanth Reddy 


54/¢ 1.25 


Bendi Chenna Reddy 


54/¢3 1 0.13 


Bendi Vijetha 


54/@ 2/1 0.32 


Nelavatla Devika 


54/@ 2/2 0.33 


Bendi Srinivas Reddy 


54/¢@3 1.25 


Bendi Srinivas Reddy 


54/1 1.05 


Bendi Jagadeshwar Reddy 


54/22 1.03 


Bendi Govinda Reddy 


54/23 1.02 


Bendi Jagadeeshwar Reddy 


39/ Ss 0.02 


Bendi Jagadeeshwar Reddy 


39 / cst 0.01 


Anil Agrawal 


40/21 0.08 


Anil Agrawal 


40/ Ss 0.24 


Satti Sandeep 


41/@ 0.35 


Satti Pradeep 


41/¢ 0.35 


Anil Agrawal 


42/2 0.05 


Anil Agrawal 


42 / 0.16 


Anil Agrawal 


43/9 2 0.04 


Satti Sandeep 


44/@ 1.05 


Satti Pradeep 


44/@ 1.05 


Satti Pradeep 


45/9 0.07 


Satti Sandeep 


45/3 0.06 


Shivola Krishnaya 


46/1/1 1.03 


T. Prabhakar Reddy 


46/1/2 0.05 


Shivola Yadaiah 


46/2 0.01 


Shivola Yadaiah 


470 / 1/1 0.10 


T. Prabhakar Reddy 


47 9 / 1/2 0.05 


T. Prabhakar Reddy 


47 0/2 0.05 


Shivola Yadaiah 


47 3/1 0.07 


T. Prabhakar Reddy 


47 3/2 0.13 


Shivola Yadaiah 


47 ali 0.07 


T. Prabhakar Reddy 


47 a/2 0.05 


Satti Sai Reddy 


52 0.22 


Satti Sandeep 


53/9 0.38 


Ambatti Narasimhulu 


55 / @3 0.15 


Ambatti Narasimhulu 


56/3 0.06 


The owners stated above have represented that the aforesaid property is free 
from all encumbrances, charges, liens and the Owners have not entered into 
any agreements, Lease, MOUs, etc., qua the aforesaid property and there are no 
legal impediments etc. for them to sell the same to our client, based on which 
our Client has agreed to purchase the aforesaid Property.All/ Any person/(s)/ 
companies/ entities, authority, agency having any right, title, interest, benefit, 
claim or demand into, upon or against the aforementioned Property or any part 
thereof, by way of inheritance, mortgage, possession, sale, exchange, license, 
gift, lease, lien, charge, trust, maintenance, bequest, easement, development 
rights, partnership, joint venture, Decree or Order of any Court of Law, notice of 
acquisition or under any other agreement/understanding whatsoever are hereby 
required to make the same known in writing to the undersigned at the address 
specified herein below with supporting documentary evidence in original within 
10 (Ten) days of issuance of this Public Notice, failing which the claim and/or 
objection, if any, shall be considered as waived/ abandoned and our client shall 
complete the transaction of the above referred Property without any reference 


to such claim or demand/ objection. 


Sd/- 


Mr. Deepak Chowdhury/ Kaushik Pranav. D Advocates 
(9885442266, 8125506521) Address: IndusLaw, Advocates306 & 307, 3rd 
Floor, Ashoka Capitol, Road No.2, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad, TG. 500034 


Date: 05/10/2024 
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MEDAK 
Farmer 
hangs self 
V 


Depressed over pro- 
longed land dispute 
with a neighbouring 
farmer, a young farmer 
Yerra Ashok (35) com- 
mitted suicide by hang- 
ing at Jhansi Lingapur 
in Ramayampet man- 
dal. He was found 
hanging in his field by 
locals on Friday. A case 
was registered in this 
regard. The body was 
taken to a government 
hospital for autopsy. 


MEDAK 


5 held with 
sculpture 
V 


Police nabbed five and 
recovered an 8th-Cen- 
tury Parshvanath 
sculpture, which was 
stolen from a temple in 
Yelpugonda village. 
The five-member gang 
stole the sculpture in 
July last. The arrested 
were Chilukuri Aravind, 
Polisetti Teja Sai, Jon- 
nagaddala Mahesh 
Babu, Thota Jagan, and 
Bandela Subhand. They 
hailed from AP and 
were unemployed even 
after completing 
B.Tech. To earn easy 
money, they stole the 
sculpture. 


SANGAREDDY 


IITH to host 


half marathon 
Ww 


The Indian Institute of 
Technology Hyderabad 
Runners Club will or- 
ganise its 1st edition of 
a half marathon to en- 
courage fitness enthu- 
siasts and runners. The 
event scheduled on De- 
cember 1 will begin at 5 
am on the institute's 
Kandi campus. Partici- 
pants can choose be- 
tween 21.1-km half 
marathon, 10K run, and 
5K fun run. The event is 
part of the IITH Run- 
ners Club's broader 
push to promote physi- 
cal wellness. 


HYDERABAD 
Doctor gets 
3-year RI 

V 


A local court sentenced 
a doctor to rigorous im- 
prisonment for three 
years in the sexual ha- 
rassment case of two 
women colleagues in 
Yadadri-Bhongir Dis- 
trict Hospital reported 
in 2017. It also imposed 
a fine of Rs 3,000. Dr D 
Kalidasa Chary (57) 
from Malakpet, when 
posted as DMHO of the 
district hospital, sexu- 
ally harassed the 
women at workplace. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Hopes of real estate 
revival dashed 


Dasara sees poor enquiries, sales of properties across State 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The elections are done and 
dusted and it has been ten 
months since the Congress 
government came to power. 
Yet the real estate sector is 
going through a lean patch 
in the State. More so, all the 
hopes of builders and devel- 
opers that the sector would 
revive during Dasara festiv- 
ities are dashed due to poor 
response from consumers. 

Generally, Dasara season 
is considered auspicious by 
consumers, builders and de- 
velopers. During this period, 
the enquiries to purchase 
new properties, including 
flats and plots, increase and 
so do the bookings. How- 
ever, this season, there is not 
much ofa buzz in the real es- 
tate sector across the State, 
particularly Hyderabad. 

Apart from apprehen- 
sions among consumers fol- 
lowing HYDRAA demoli- 
tions, government’s 
approach towards the sec- 
tor, lack of positive energy, 
delay in building approvals, 
builders and developers list 
out different reasons for the 
sluggish revival of the sec- 
tor. 

The systems in place 
were not functioning to the 
expected level. There was 
no clarity on Dharani portal 
or Bhoomatha as announced 
by the State government. 
Considering all these fac- 
tors, the consumers and the 
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Consumers and the market on the whole are adopting a wait-and-watch mode due to several factors. 


market on the whole were 
adopting a wait-and-watch 
mode, said Praneeth Group 
Managing Director Naren- 
dra Kumar Kamaraju. 


Temporary ambiguity 

On whether consumers and 
builders were eyeing Amar- 
avathi for investments, he 
said it was not the case. It 
was a long way for Amara- 
vathi and not much action 
can be expected for at least 
four to five years, he said. 
“Due to the temporary am- 
biguity, | wait-and-watch 
mode, time is getting ex- 
tended. I don’t see markets 
reviving not before 2025 or 


mid-2026,” 
Kumar said. 

Expressing similar opin- 
ions, IRA Realty Managing 
Director Narsi Reddy said 
generally enquiries should 
go up from July end. 
Though, people consider 
Ashadam as inauspicious, 
the enquiries in Shravanam 
were not encouraging. Just 
when things started to gain 
pace, HYDRAA cast an im- 
pact and there was lot of 
negative sentiment among 
customers, he explained. 
More than flat sales, open 
plot sales are generally the 
first affected segment. Buy- 
ers are not keen to make any 


Narendra 


Will take fight for loan waiver 
to Delhi, warns Harish 


STATE BUREAU 
Mahabubabad 


Accusing the Congress 
party of deceiving farmers, 
former minister and senior 
BRS MLA T Harish Rao an- 
nounced that if the loan 
waiver was not imple- 
mented soon, the BRS party 
would stage a protest out- 
side senior Congress leader 
and Leader of Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi’s residence 
after Dasara. 

Addressing a large gath- 
ering of farmers protesting 
in Thorrur, Harish Rao 
warned that if the Congress 
government failed to pro- 
vide loan waiver amount to 
all the farmers, BRS leaders 
and workers would take the 
fight to Delhi and stage a 
protest in front of Gandhi’s 
residence. 

“We will take our fight to 
Delhi and ensure that this 
government fulfil its prom- 
ises. Farmers should not 
lose hope. BRS will stand by 
them until justice is served,” 
Harish Rao assured. 

Harish called upon the 
farmers to confront their 
local MLAs and ministers 
about the unfulfilled prom- 
ises. “The BRS party urges 
farmers to question those in 
power. Demand answers 


Seeks action against rapists 


HYDERABAD: BRS MLA T 
Harish Rao on Friday ex- 
pressed deep concern 
over the increasing inci- 
dents of sexual violence 
in the State, particularly 
the recent rape of two 
minor girls. He criticised 
the Congress government 
for its failure to ensure 
the safety of women and 
girls, demanding strict 
punishment for the perpe- 
trators. 

Taking to X, Harish Rao 
accused the government 
of being negligent, stating 


about crop procurement, 
loan waivers, and job cre- 
ation. The government can- 
not continue to avoid ac- 
countability,” he said. 

He accused the govern- 
ment of failing to deliver on 
its promises to the farmers 
and people of Telangana. 
“Revanth Reddy made tall 
promises to the farmers, as- 
suring them that his first sig- 
nature would be on the farm 
loan waiver. But what we 
have seen are shifting dead- 
lines. First December 9, then 
August 15 and yet, nothing 


that despite repeated 
warnings in the Assembly 
about the lack of security 
for women, no effective 
measures have been 
taken. “More than 2,000 
rapes have occurred in 
just nine months of the 
Congress rule,” he 
pointed out, calling it a 
clear sign of the govern- 
ment’s inefficiency to 
maintain law and order 
under Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy, who also 
holds the Home Ministry 
portfolio. 


has been done. The CM 
even swore on sacred places 
like Komaravelli Mallanna, 
Yadadri, Bhadrachalam, and 
Sammakka Saralamma, but 
its clear now that he is not a 
leader but a deceiver,”he al- 
leged. Highlighting the gov- 
ernment’s failure to imple- 
ment key welfare schemes, 
including Rythu Bandhu, 
loan waivers, pensions, and 
the Mahalakshmi scheme, 
he said 4,314 farmers in 
Palakurthi Mandal alone 
were still waiting for their 
loans to be waived. 


Eight more packages of SLIP works up for grabs 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


he Sitarama Lift Ir- 
rigation Project 
(SLIP), a major ini- 


tiative aimed at extending 
irrigation support with 
Godavari water to upland 
areas in Khammam, 
Bhadradri Kothagudem 
and Mahabubabad dis- 
tricts, has reached a criti- 
cal juncture. While the 
head works of the project, 
completed during the BRS 
regime at a cost of Rs 
7,500 crore, have been 
successfully executed, the 
focus now shifts to the dis- 
tributary network. 

Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy recently re- 


Influential agencies reportedly vying for 
contracts to take up works; distributary 
network of the lift irrigation project is es- 
timated to cost Rs 4,179 crore 


viewed the progress of the 
project and signalled a go- 
ahead for rest of the works 
by assuring fund support. 
Approvals for the works 
on the distributary net- 
work are in process. They 
are going to be imple- 
mented in eight packages. 
As a follow-up exercise, 
the district ministers and 
Minister for Irrigation 
conducted a further re- 
view on September 27. 
The total cost for the dis- 


tributary network is esti- 
mated at Rs 4,179 crore, in- 
cluding Rs 1,400 crore for 
land acquisition. The 
Chief Minister has assured 
priority funding support 
for the project. 

Tenders for works 
under packages 1, 2,7 and 
8, costing Rs 2,000 crore, 
will be notified within a 
day or two, according to 
officials. The second set of 
packages, 3, 4, 5 and 6, will 
follow very soon. The 


competition among influ- 
ential agencies vying for 
the contracts is said to be 
very high. 

The head works were 
executed by multiple 
agencies, including eight 
to nine prominent compa- 
nies involved, some based 
in Mumbai. All these com- 
panies are equally quali- 
fied to execute the distrib- 
utary network canals. 

However, there is con- 
cern that the contracts for 
the eight packages might 
be shared among three 
prominent agencies close 
to the government. This 
situation raises questions 
about the transparency 
and fairness of the con- 
tract allocation process. 


enquiries and many big 
players in the field have 
even shut down their offices 
in a few areas because of 
poor enquiries and sales, 
said Narsi Reddy. 

Making a few suggestions, 
he said the government 
should consider real estate 
as one of the key develop- 
ment factors in the State. It 
was also one of the major in- 
dustries which is part of 
Telangana’s growth story as 
a lot of employment was 
generated, besides con- 
tributing revenue for the 
government, he said, adding 
that driving positivity in the 
market was key. 


Rooftop solar: Consumers 
decry official apathy 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Though the grid-connected 
rooftop solar programme 
has been promoted as a 
source for additional in- 
come generation by the 
Centre, the implementation 
of the scheme which is 
being promoted under the 
PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli 
Yojana in Telangana is 
being affected by official ap- 
athy. A large section of peo- 
ple who have _ installed 
rooftop solar panels on their 
residences are complaining 
that though they have opted 
to get payments for the ad- 
ditional solar power sup- 
plied to the grid, they are 
not being paid on time. 
According to Telangana 
Solar Energy Association 
(TSEA) president B Ashok 
Kumar Goud, whenever a 
new solar panel was in- 
stalled on a_ residential 


Await payments for additional 
power supplied to the grid 


building, the first priority 
was given to adjust the re- 
serve unit with the next 
month’s usage and after six 
months, the discom had to 
pay for the buffer units, for 
which it entered into an 
agreement with the cus- 
tomer. 

Acustomer could earn Rs 
4.50 per kW by selling the 
additional solar power, the 
TSEA president said, adding 
that the association had al- 
ready asked the discoms to 
automatically start paying 
the customers supplying ad- 
ditional solar power to the 
grid after six months so that 
they could get the benefit of 
installing solar panels. In 
many cases rooftop solar 
panel owners had to write to 
local authorities to provide 


them money for additional 
power supplied to the grid. 
“Paying consumers for addi- 
tional solar power will en- 
courage them to go for 
rooftop solar panels. This 
will also help in increasing 
the power generation ca- 
pacity of the State,” he said. 
Even the commercial 
solar power generators are 
not so happy with the power 
utilities as it is not paying 
them regularly. Recently, 
the Electricity Regulatory 
Commission imposed a 
penalty of Rs 2.50 lakh on 
Southern Power Distribu- 
tion Company of Telangana 
for failing to comply with a 
previous order mandating 
the settlement of unpaid en- 
ergy bills and late payment 
surcharges (LPS). 


Woman set ablaze over ‘sorcery’ 


STATE BUREAU 
Medak 


In a shocking incident, a 
woman was set on fire by 
villagers on suspicion of 
practising sorcery in Katrial 
late on Thursday. Accord- 
ing to her family members, 
the woman (whose name is 
being withheld) was in deep 
sleep when her relatives, liv- 
ing in the neighbourhood, 
barged in, attacked her and 
set her ablaze. 

When her son tried to 
come to her rescue, he was 


beaten up and chased away. 
Despite his repeated ap- 
peals, none of the villagers 
came to the woman’s res- 
cue. When they left the 
place, he doused the fire and 
shifted her to a government 
hospital in Ramayampet, 
where she died while under- 
going treatment. 

Based on a complaint, po- 
lice contingents were de- 
ployed to quell any further 
trouble. It was alleged that a 
boy from the assailant’s 
family was falling sick quite 
frequently, and the family 


FREEZE FRAME 


3 


suspected that the woman 
was practising sorcery, 
leading to the boy’s ill 
health. District SP D Uday 
Kumar Reddy, who visited 
the village, urged the vil- 
lagers not to believe in such 
superstitions. The SP 
warned that stringent action 
would be initiated against 
anyone attacking people in 
the name of black magic. 
The police reportedly took 
six of a family into custody. 

Less than a month ago, a 
man was lynched in Gol- 
lagudem village. 


A bird searches for prey at the Panduranga Lake in Erravalli on Friday. — Photo: Joginapally Santosh Kumar 
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Goan nabbed 
with 15 kg 
marijuana 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Rachakonda Special 
Operations Team (SOT) 
along with local police 
nabbed one person on 
charges of drug peddling in 
Adibatla on Friday. 

Officials seized 15 kg 
marijuana and 2 mobile 
phones, altogether worth 
Rs 51,000. 

The arrested person is 
Romi Bharath Kalyani alias 
Romi (40) from Goa and 
currently residing in Maha- 
rashtra. The absconding 
drug peddler is Tobi from 
Kerala. 

Police said Romi, who 
studied graduation abroad, 
got addicted to  psy- 
chotropic drug substances 
which eventually led him 
to peddling. Upon return- 
ing to India, Romi engaged 
in real estate business and 
simultaneously involved in 
drug peddling. He came in 
contact with Tobi, a drug 
peddler, from whom he 
procured marijuana and 
sold it to consumers on 
higher rates. Based on a tip- 
off, Romi was nabbed. Ef- 
forts are on to nab Tobi. 


More ryots turning 
to private traders 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Paddy farmers in Telangana 
are finding themselves in a 
favourable position as they 
gain more control over 
choosing buyers for their 
produce. This shift comes 
amid challenges with the 
Civil Supplies Department’s 
strict moisture content re- 
quirements, which have led 
many farmers to seek alter- 
native buyers. 

The department insists 
on a maximum permissible 
moisture level of 17%, lead- 
ing to the rejection of paddy 
with higher moisture con- 
tent at purchase centres. 

Due to ongoing rains, 
farmers are struggling to 
dry their paddy to meet the 
required moisture levels. As 
a result, those in a hurry to 
sell their produce are turn- 
ing to private traders who 
accept paddy with moisture 
content as high as 25%. 

The traders take on the 
responsibility of drying the 
paddy, relieving farmers of 
the burden of processing. 
The recent relaxation in 
rice export curbs has fur- 


ther encouraged traders to 
reach out to farmers, with 
many ready to buffer the 
stocks. This highlights the 
pressing need for more flex- 
ible policies by the depart- 
ment to accommodate the 
realities faced by farmers, 
especially during monsoon. 

The involvement of 
traders is providing a much- 
needed alternative for farm- 
ers, ensuring they can sell 
their produce without de- 
lays. Grade A paddy is ex- 
pected to command more 
than the MSP tagged with 
the incentive bonus of Rs 
500 per tonne. 

With over 60.39 lakh 
acres under paddy, the 
State’s paddy production 
during Kharifis projected to 
touch 145.28 lakh tonnes, 
with grade A grown on 
36.80 lakh acres, expected 
to yield 88.09 lakh tonnes. 

State Civil Supplies Cor- 
poration plans to procure 
up to 91.28 lakh tonnes. This 
poses challenge due to the 
aggressive competition 
from traders, who are 
reaching out to farmers, of- 
fering better prices and 
terms. 


‘Spectacular 
Saudi’ kicks off 
in Mumbai 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Saudi Arabia’s national 
tourism brand, ‘Saudi Wel- 
come to Arabia’, kick- 
started its first-ever im- 
mersive event ‘Spectacular 
Saudi’ in Mumbai, Maha- 
rashtra. Currently hosted 
at the city’s R2 Ground in 
BKC, the eight-day-long 
extravaganza began with 
an exclusive VIP showcase. 
The VIP preview 
brought together the very 
best of Indian cinema, busi- 
ness, sports, and fashion, 
giving them a sneak peek 
into Saudi’s warm hospital- 
ity, iconic experiences, and 
culture. Film industry per- 
sonalities including Vicky 
Kaushal, Shraddha Kapoor, 
Bhumi Pednekar, Arjun 
Kapoor, Aditya Roy 
Kapoor, Sonakshi Sinha, 
Suniel Shetty, among oth- 
ers participated in the 
event. Fashion designers 
Gaurav Gupta and JJ 
Valaya alongside 
sportspersons Sania Mirza, 
Saina Nehwal, PV Sindhu 
and Mary Kom, and indus- 
trialists Yash Birla and 
Suketu Shah attended. 
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STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Former BRS MLA Balka 
Suman questioned the State 
Police for closing a case 
against Congress Chennur 
MLA G Vivek Venkatswamy 
on false claims of “mistake 
of facts” and misleading the 
courts, despite the Enforce- 


tinuing its investigation into 
the case. He stated that 
Vivek illegally transferred 
Rs 8 crore during his elec- 
tion campaign through his 
Visakha company to a shell 
company named Vigilance 
Security. Speaking to medi- 
apersons at Telangana Bha- 
van on Friday, Suman stated 
that the Election Commis- 


had been alerted about these 
illegal fund transfers, which 
were confirmed by the ED in 
a press note released on No- 
vember 23, 2023. While the 
ED interrogated Vivek on 
January 24, 2024, and their 
investigation was still on, 
the State Police closed the 
case in August citing “mis- 
take of facts”, which 


News from 


STATE 


Suman questions closure of case against Cong MLA 


team to file a protest petition 
in Nampally court, challeng- 
ing the police decision. 
“Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy, who also holds 
the Home Ministry portfo- 
lio, is attempting to save 
Vivek from the case. But he 
must understand that MLA 
Vivek is beyond saving. 
Vivek would inevitably face 


post, resulting in a by-elec- 
tion in  Chennur_ con- 
stituency,” he declared. 
Suman vowed to take the 
case to the SC if necessary, 
criticising the police for 
their inaction and for al- 
legedly succumbing to pres- 
sure. He questioned the po- 
lice’s role in closing the case, 
despite probe by the I-T De- 
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KTR welcomes MetLife to Hyderabad 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


MetLife, the world’s largest 
provider of insurance and fi- 
nancial services, has report- 
edly signed 2,00,000 square 
feet of office space in the re- 
cently concluded Prestige 
Skytech near Financial Dis- 
trict in Hyderabad for their 
Global Capacity Centre. The 


Says MetLife 
announced decision 
to set up GCC in 
city during TG dele- 
gation’s visit to the 
US last August 


ate 2,000 jobs. Responding 
to news reports, BRS work- 


dustries Minister KT Rama 
Rao welcomed the company 
to Hyderabad. He said 
MetLife announced their de- 
cision to set up a GCC in Hy- 
derabad during Telangana 
delegation’s visit to the US 
last August. “Happy to learn 
that their GCC is now taking 
shape. Great to see another 
giant in the BFSI sector mak- 
ing Hyderabad their home!” 
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Celebrate Dussehra with 
our Temple Jewellery Collection A treasured 
testament to the triumph of good over evil 
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pending transactions 
on the go 


BREPOE Sosyen, 16 276.en, 


( Shubh Bhi. Labh Bhi. } etterionee leo sos ongio - so das ie §. 
ae “werk S58, Bvorrcs TelanganaS!Today) | s™) seFsany 
paren ee 08 gormen, 8605, 86 
’ ORs al Op mo 
2 , a This App is for simplifyin Sap — ae b hig I 
@ 8.40% p.a tl ey, pp plifying , } [SC] pn 
4 Wk es [ 5 ms 7 = business transactions for See = e 92462 49543 
ee, A SMEs and Corporates ‘ Bison 05-10-2024 90006 88888 
= i oA 7 ‘ Son L idOSO 5.00 ovo 
5 a it S Follow us: me aT www.pnbindia.in | Toll Free No: 1800 1800, 1800 2021 GERD Sound Said an,05 
oe @B.95% pa SS oe = “a ofsrigpd SS%agn 


cs San08 & Bvgd p S CKYC S0/CKYC mF doomed Sabdd Wardo’: Howd = yhegnoderreseaoi29 
BH ed aasigod": 
S55 65; 8467001111 se 6S: 846 700 133 : 


| www.bankofbaroda.in | Foto 


PMR Education & Development Society 


&. RAM AIAH ovine! orriine 


99669 17373 sxe oom COLLEGE 
4 > Ample Parting wh COURSE:LL.B. 3YDC tp 
99669 18383 Shon merce ies oaho LLM (ADR), LLM (CONSTITUTIONAL LAW)" 
© near Wonderta, Adibetia, Rum. ist. 40,000 Sft. + Meadow Lawn ah totect ogelooneete. PG COURSES: 


_ bated — 


515,000 Sft Square Lawn 
} Separate Dining Hall 
) Separate VIP’s Lounge 


©! "Pa" Bookings Available 


LAST 4 DAYS 


Provides a regular Moot Court hall, Practical 


training in all aspects of law course. 
latest text books, commentries 


SCHOLARSHIP FACILITY 
_ # Plot No. 1, Saraswathi Nagar, 
L.B. Nagar, Hyd. Cell: 9515371604 


M.Sc (Botany) 
M.A. (Telugu) 


‘Madhava Nagar, Mall (V), Yacharam (M), 


R.R. Dist. Cell: 9515371479 


We are the Manufacturer of Jean’s 

Pants, Cotton Trouser’s, Casual And 

Formal Shirt, Fancy T-Shirts, Huddies, 
Vy Wear Shirts,Blazer’s & Many More’ 


( Men’ s/Kid’s/Ladies >: 
MEGA FESTIVALS)” ——— —_ 


TAR UC 
ee 2 oS 


DERStO DITO, 
D8 Ser Stosev, do Sey 
TG-TET NOTIFICATION : NOW 2024 
TE-B5C NOTIRCATION  FEB' 2025 Opp. Pillar No. 143, Attapur X Road, 

Hyderabad. Cell : 9642155595 


eathoso ane 
‘orooco coscoomeé | | Sti Saliva Sal Pmerarcd| 


NIH) L SEW Y 


wwe PUN 


Beste; Telangana’Todayes Celene 
SSIS, SvorPes ae Parra 2nd)Prize Collection for 
Se BON Hoe Mayexowe Smart Phone 
ge, HBader 6a 
\Cat/. ede tod. : 
yee % We offer you a wide 
Pa range of festival shopping 
| Become *) for your whole family 
La A ae CHERMAS 
©8265 01 wrod osod 08 
: ABIDS *SEC’BAD *MALAKPET* KONDAPUR 
| 3rd Prize 
S.No.| Gift Winner Name | Coupon No. : 
1 | 32”LEDTV | VINAYKUMAR | 031431 ‘ ? 
2 | SmartPhone | RAJASHEKAR | 018106 ss » 
3 Gift Voucher | RAM 031328 -—" Dassera Special Offer: Mens Casual Shirts 
GiftiVoucher, (3 Pcs) for just Rs. 999/- only 


Exclusive 
Designer Temple 


2 Z 


NowallarstPurnitd | 


General Bazar 
9912010888 


Punjagutta 
7893800555 


Kukatpally 
8897387888 


Suchitra Circle 
8712690030 


Dilsukhnagar 
6309111699 


Chandanagar 
8712690020 


www.manepally.com xonline@manepally.com follow us on fi De links we/ manepallyjewellers 


Telangana Today 


FOR LOCAL TO GLOBAL NEWS 


Regulate online 
gaming industry 


ith substantial growth in smartphone 

penetration, the online gaming industry 

is on the cusp of a major transformation 

in India. However, there is a popular 
misconception that gaming is synonymous with gam- 
bling. This misrepresentation creates a negative narra- 
tive surrounding the sector. The harmful activities of 
the illegal offshore betting and gambling platforms 
further exacerbate this misrepresentation. These com- 
plexities pose a challenge to the regulatory authorities 
tasked with overseeing the activities of the online 
gaming industry. A balanced, collaborative approach 
between the government and the online gaming indus- 
try is essential for responsible and sustainable growth 
of the sector. Accounting for nearly 83% of the world’s 
gamers, India is the biggest gaming market with 568 
million users, 1,400 gaming companies and over 9.5 
billion gaming app downloads in 2023. The industry, 
predominantly a home-grown startup ecosystem, has 
been on a continuous rise and is expected to reach $8.6 
billion by 2028. Mistaking the gaming industry for 
gambling is the biggest stumbling block that could 
jeopardise its potential for 
growth, employment creation 
and contribution to national de- 
velopment. At present, there is 
no mechanism for individuals 
to differentiate between legiti- 
mate gaming platforms and ille- 
gal gambling/betting sites. The 
absence of a specialised regula- 
tory authority and enforcement 
is too glaring to ignore. The 
surge in online gaming, while 
promising economic growth, has led to a host of con- 
cerns, from addiction and mental health issues to fi- 
nancial fraud and national security risks. 

Given that online gaming platforms operate in the 
digital realm, it becomes a jurisdictional nightmare for 
regulatory authorities to curb malicious activities such 
as illegal betting and gambling that operate outside the 
jurisdiction of the countries where the users reside. 
Offshore operators are not bound by strict cybersecu- 
rity and information security standards, increasing the 
risk of personal and financial data breaches. Online 
gaming platforms have also been maliciously ex- 
ploited for money laundering and terror financing ac- 
tivities. The government must work closely with the 
legitimate gaming industry to differentiate between 
legal online gaming and illegal gambling. The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) has flagged concerns 
over how a combination of high taxes and a weak, dis- 
cretionary approach to regulatory enforcement has 
become a major impediment to the growth of the on- 
line gaming sector. Another critical issue impacting 
the industry’s regulatory framework is the distinction 
between games of chance and games of skill. There is 
an urgent need for clear, consistent and comprehen- 
sive regulations to promote the organised growth of 
the industry, ensuring an open, safe, trusted and ac- 
countable internet for its users. The regulatory frame- 
work should be compliant with data privacy norms 
and provisions of the Information Technology Act. 
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6G 


What they're 
making us do, 
what the European 
Union is doing, is an 
economic cold war. EU 
tariffs on Chinese 
electric vehicles is the 
worst thing that can 
happen to Europe 


The fact that unskilled, 
semi-skilled, educated 
youth are willing to risk 
their lives and serve in 
war-ridden theatres... 
tells you that PM's lofty 
claims on jobs are 
nothing but fake retorts 
to hide his own failures! 


VIKTOR ORBAN 
Hungarian Prime Minister 


MALLIKARJUN KHARGE 
Congress president 


There is no question of 
privatisation of the 
railways. | urge those 
spreading such 
rumours to remember 
the railways 

and defence are 
two backbones 
of India 


> 


ASHWINI VAISHNAW 
Union minister 


Wars Vs Ethics 


Empathy, morality 
and ethical 
education are 
crucial to avoid 
repeating 
humanity’s darkest 
chapters 


B MARIA KUMAR 


owadays, it is becoming in- 
creasingly evident that the 
world we live in no longer 
worries about Al-enhanced 
wars but instead seems fearful of em- 
bracing ethical and humanitarian prin- 
ciples. Amid the ongoing rhetoric of 
heightened tensions, alongside escalat- 
ing conflicts in Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East, many people appear un- 
concerned about the looming threat of 
an extreme confrontation. Instead, they 
are hesitant to stand by moral values. 
Though the present moment is undeni- 
ably critical, such warnings have been 
voiced to the world for decades. 


Warnings of the Past 

In 1946, Aldous Huxley, renowned au- 
thor of Brave New World, cautioned 
about the potential nuclear destruction 
of the planet if unchecked research in 
physics and chemistry continued. 
James Lovelock, the originator of the 
Gaia hypothesis, predicted that 80% of 
humanity could perish by the end of 
the 21st century if ecological destruc- 
tion was not halted. Louis Del Monte, a 
celebrated physicist, anticipated that 
machine intelligence would surpass the 
combined intelligence of all humans by 
2045. Similarly, Stephen Hawking 
warned that even a major accident in- 
volving mindless AI technologies could 
lead to a nuclear war, potentially end- 
ing human civilisation. Elon Musk, the 
founder of SpaceX and co-founder of 
Tesla and Neuralink, proposed colonis- 
ing Mars to provide humanity an es- 
cape route in the event of a global ca- 
tastrophe caused by AI. 

Reliable estimates suggest that the 
current stockpiles of nuclear missiles 
in the world are sufficient to destroy 
the entire planet. Given these realities, 
the current state of war affairs de- 
mands urgent, remedial measures, in- 


cluding a people-centred strategy to 
ensure peace, particularly through 
ethics-driven choices and responsible 
actions. In this defining moment, we 
must heed the warnings of the past and 
take proactive steps to secure a future 
where human ingenuity is guided by 
wisdom and morality. 


Lessons for Humanity 
Wars, regardless of scale, are blots on 
human dignity. Viktor E Frankl, an 
Austrian psychiatrist and Holocaust 
survivor, described the horrors of the 
Auschwitz concentration camp and the 
first atomic bombing of Hiroshima as 
two major lessons for humanity. He 
highlighted the need for vigilance to 
prevent such inhuman acts. Similarly, 
Dr Haim Ginott, an Israeli-American 
parent-teacher educator, in his First 
Day of School Request, urged teachers 
to educate children on becoming hu- 
mane rather than merely skilled profes- 
sionals. Both Frankl and Ginott empha- 
sised that empathy, morality and 
ethical education are crucial to avoid 
repeating humanity’s darkest chapters. 
There is an intriguing legend in 
Greek mythology that serves as a pow- 
erful reminder of the pivotal role of 
prudent conduct in wielding dangerous 
technologies. It is the story of a boy 


called Phaeton who was the son of the 
Sun god Apollo and a mortal woman. 
One day, Phaeton wanted to impress 


his classmates in school by proving his 
divine lineage. Determined to meet his 
father, he embarked on a challenging 
journey to reach the eastern mountains 
where Apollo resided. As he ap- 
proached, the dazzling rays of his fa- 
ther’s presence made the heat unbear- 
able, but Apollo eased his brightness 
upon seeing his son. 

After a warm reunion, Apollo offered 
to grant Phaeton anything he wished. 
Eager to showcase his power, Phaeton 
asked to ride his father’s chariot for a 
day so that his friends on Earth could 
witness his might as the son of a god. 
Apollo, however, was alarmed by this 
request. He tried to dissuade his son, 
explaining that guiding the celestial 


We must heed the 
warnings of the past and 
take proactive steps to 
secure a future where 
human ingenuity is guided 
by wisdom and morality 


horses required great caution and al- 
truistic intent to protect the Earth. But 
Phaeton was stubborn, and Apollo 
eventually relented. He gave Phaeton 
instructions on how to handle the reins 
and urged him to ride with utmost care. 

The next morning, Phaeton set out to 
drive the Sun chariot. Desiring to be 
seen by his friends, he flew danger- 
ously low, causing Africa to be 
scorched under the searing heat. In 
panic, he pulled the reins too hard, 
sending the chariot soaring to maxi- 
mum heights, which torched Olympus, 
the home of the gods. Witnessing the 
chaos, Zeus, the king of gods, was furi- 
ous at the rash young boy. He struck 
Phaeton down with a thunderbolt, end- 
ing his ill-fated life instantly. Because 
of Phaeton’s careless misuse of power, 
the innocent Earth suffered, engulfed in 
flames, leading to insurmountable 
losses of human lives and resources. 

This myth holds a timeless message 
for us. The celestial horses, powerful 
and difficult to control, resemble 
today’s rapidly advancing AI-driven 
technologies while Phaeton represents 
humankind’s reckless tendencies. Just 
like Phaeton, many of today’s preteens, 
teenagers and young adults are eager to 
get their hands on high-tech gadgets 
without fully understanding the poten- 
tial dangers, especially when these AI- 
powered devices are used unwisely 
and unethically. 


Role of Morality 

Research consistently highlights that 
the ethical upbringing of children plays 
a crucial role in shaping them into 
morally strong individuals. A major UK 
study confirmed that raising children 
in an environment emphasising good 
behaviour can foster high ethical stan- 
dards in their lives. The study tracked a 
group of 700 young people, aged 13 to 
17, over a five-year period, and found 
an inverse relationship between moral- 
ity and criminal behaviour. In their 
book ‘Breaking Rules’, Wikstrom, 
Oberwittler, Treiber and Hardie ex- 
plained the vital contribution of moral- 
ity to character building. 

Their findings revealed that the 
young people, most prone to criminal 
behaviour, were those who spent their 
adolescence unsupervised, making 
them vulnerable to opportunities for 
crime. On the other hand, those who 
were crime-averse resisted these op- 
portunities because they had devel- 
oped robust personal ethics over time 
through positive socialisation. In addi- 
tion, behavioural interventions like 
compassion training and a humane 
mindset boost ethical decision-making. 

Ego often obstructs a humanistic ap- 
proach, leading to conflicts. Mindful 
awareness and empathy, among other 
initiatives, can overcome ego-induced 
barriers, end violence and foster peace. 


(The author, IPS (Retd), is 
a winner of National Rajbhasha 
Gaurav Award for 2022-23) 


we have peace in our hearts. 
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Letters to the 


Editor 
Manipur crisis 


The situation is threaten- 
ing to go out of control in 
Manipur once again, with 
arms looted from police 
stations, fuelling the fire. Is 
it so difficult or rather im- 
possible to bring peace in 
Manipur? We are living in 
the land of non-violence, 
which incidentally, Ma- 
hatma Gandhi used effec- 
tively, to wrest freedom 
from the mighty British. 
And here we are struggling 
for more than a year to re- 
solve the Manipur crisis. 
Let the government stop 
fooling the world. Clearly, 
the political will seems to 
be missing! We cannot 
bring peace in Ukraine or in 
the world unless and until 


Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com 


Let charity begin at home! 
MELVILLE X D’SOUZA, 
Mumbai 


Own up 


Why doesn’t our govern- 
ment accept its faults and 
face the truth? Even a com- 
mon man understands that 
there is no religious freedom 
prevailing nowadays. Com- 
munal violence and atroci- 
ties on minorities are preva- 
lent, nevertheless, the 
government denies it. When 
the USCIRF reported that 
India was violating religious 
freedom, it got offended and 
trashed the report. Why 
can’t India own up the re- 
port and try to improve prac- 
tice and secularism as it is 
known for it worldwide? 
Food for thought! 
COL DR SAMPATH 
KUMAR (RETD), Secunderabad 


artoon Today 


THERE IS NO HURRY 
FOR MUSI PRO 


hotspot sis 


@ The Guardian 


JECT, 


BUT IT IS HIGH TIME 


TO CLEANSE 
PRESENT POLITICS } 


‘Life is pretty brutal’ 


For the average Indian, the working week is now longer 
than ever - totalling almost 47 hours. According to recent 
labour data, India now has one of the most overworked 
labour forces in the world. 


m@ BBC 
India, a Test cricket powerhouse 


In every field of human endeavour, there are moments 
when circumstances and people align, sparking change. 
In popular music this happened with the Beatles. In sport, 
such changes are usually led by a single player... 


@ The Diplomat 


Coming drift in India-Iran relations 


India under Prime Minister Modi has grown much closer 
to Israel. In [Netanyahu] post on X, Modi wrote: “spoke to 
[Israeli] Prime Minister about recent developments in 
West Asia. Terrorism has no place in our world...” 
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UDUPI 


Over 1,000 
taken ill 
yy 


More than one thou- 
sand residents at Up- 
punda in Udupi district 
fell ill after drinking 
contaminated water 
from a local overhead 
water tank. The condi- 
tion of none of them is 
serious. Most of them 
have already recovered 
with proper medication 
from the local health 
centre. The affected, 
mostly from Karki Kalli 
and Madikal wards of 
Uppunda Gram Pan- 
chayat in Byndoor 
taluk, had reported 
symptoms such as 
vomiting and diarrhea. 


PANASI 

Five tourists 
rescued 

Me 


Five tourists who en- 
tered the sea in an ine- 
briated state were res- 
cued by lifeguards at 
Calangute Beach in 
North Goa on Friday 
morning. The tourists 
in the age group of 25 
to 30 years entered the 
sea around 6.20 am, 
and a lifeguard de- 
ployed at the beach 
was informed, an offi- 
cial said. The tourists, 
who were from Kerala, 
were handed over to 
the care of their friends 
at the beach, the offi- 
cial said. 


SRINAGAR 


Soldiers hurt 
in mine blast 
Ww 


Two soldiers were in- 
jured in a mine blast 
near the Line of Control 
in J&K's Kupwara dis- 
trict on Friday, officials 
said. The incident oc- 
curred at around 3 a.m. 
when the soldiers were 
on patrol along the 
LoC, and the injured 
soldiers were identified 
as a havaldar and a naik 
of 19 Sikh. "The injured 
soldiers were immedi- 
ately shifted to hospital 
for treatment. Doctors 
said both the injured 
soldiers are stable," an 
official said. 


News from 


NATION 


Review of 
om OC, ST quota 
order junked 


SC dismisses pleas on quota categorisation 


IANS 


NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court has re- 
jected a batch of pleas seek- 
ing review of its Constitu- 
tion Bench judgment, which 
had held that sub-classifica- 
tion within Scheduled 
Castes (SCs) and Scheduled 
Tribes (STs) would be per- 
missible for providing bene- 
fits of affirmative action. 

After perusing the review 
petitions, a Bench headed by 
CJI DY Chandrachud said 
that “there is no error ap- 
parent on the face of the 
record. No case for review 
under Order XLVI Rule 1 of 
the Supreme Court Rules 
2013 has been established. 
The review petitions are, 
therefore, dismissed.” 

In a landmark verdict de- 
livered on August 1, the ma- 
jority suggested the applica- 
tion of the “creamy layer” 
principle to the SCs and STs 
for availing quota benefits, 
but with a caveat that while 
providing for sub-classifica- 
tion, the government would 
not be entitled to reserve 
100 per cent seats available 
for SCs/STs in favour of a 


particular sub-class to the 
exclusion of other castes in 
the List. In a 6:1 decision, it 
overturned its 2004 judg- 
ment, which had ruled 
against giving preferential 
treatment to certain sub- 
castes within SCs. 

In his detailed opinion, 
Justice BR Gavai said, 
“When the 9-Judge Bench in 
Indra Sawhney held that ap- 
plicability of such a test 
(creamy layer test) insofar 
as Other Backward Classes 
are concerned would ad- 
vance equality as enshrined 
in the Constitution, then 
why such a test should not 
also be made applicable to 
the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes.” “Cana 
child of IAS/IPS or Civil 
Service officers be equated 
with a child of a disadvan- 
taged member belonging to 
Scheduled Castes, studying 
in a Gram Panchayat/Zilla 
Parishad school in a vil- 
lage?” Justice Gavai asked. 

Justice Gavai’s opinion, 
supported by Justices 
Vikram Nath, Pankaj Mithal, 
and Satish Chandra Sharma, 
stressed that the govern- 
ment must evolve a policy 


Woman gang-raped, 
friend assaulted 


PUNE 

A 21-year-old woman was 
allegedly raped by three 
unidentified persons, who 
also tied her male friend to 
a tree and assaulted him at 
an isolated place on the out- 
skirts of Pune city, police 
said on Friday. 

The horrific incident took 
place in the Bopdev Ghar 
area at around ll pm on 
Thursday and a day later 
police released sketches of 
two of the suspects as they 
intensified efforts to trace 
the culprits and sought help 
of citizens to nab them. 

According to the Kond- 
hwa police, under whose ju- 
risdiction the crime oc- 
curred, the woman had 
gone to the locality with a 
male friend. “As per prelim- 
inary details, the woman 


and her male friend had 
gone to the Bopdev Ghar 
area on late Thursday night 
where three unidentified 
persons allegedly raped 
her,” said ACP Ranjan 
Kumar Sharma. He said the 
trio first tied the woman’s 
male friend to a tree at the 
crime scene and then took 
turns to rape her. 

The police came to know 
about the incident at around 
5 am on Friday after the 
woman along with her male 
friend approached govern- 
ment-run Sassoon General 
Hospital in Pune city, said 
Sharma. Ten police teams 
have been formed to trace 
the accused. Meanwhile, po- 
lice sent a forensic team to 
the crime spot and deployed 
a dog squad as part of in- 
vestigation to gather clues 
and trace the accused. et 


Haryana voters to decide 


fate of key leaders today 


CHANDIGARH 


The fate of Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini, Bhupin- 
der Singh Hooda and Vi- 
nesh Phogat of the Congress 
besides JJP’s Dushyant 
Chautala and 1027 other 
candidates will be decided 
on Saturday as elections to 
the 90-member Haryana As- 
sembly will be held with 
over 2 crore people eligible 
to vote. The ruling BJP is 
eyeing a hat-trick of wins in 
the State while the Congress 
is hoping to make a come- 
back after a decade. Count- 
ing of votes will be held on 
October 8. 

Haryana’s Chief Electoral 
Officer Pankaj Agarwal said 
2,03,54,350 voters, including 
8,821 centurions, are eligible 
to exercise their franchise 
and the voting will be held 
from 7 am to 6 pm. A total of 
1,031 candidates are contest- 
ing in all 90 assembly con- 
stituencies, including 101 
women. Among these can- 
didates, 464 are contesting 
as independent. A total of 
20,632 polling booths have 
been set up for voting, Agar- 
wal said on Friday. 

The key contesting par- 
ties in the fray are BJP, Con- 
gress, AAP, INLD-BSP and 
JJP-Azad Samaj Party. The 
high-octane campaign came 


a wy 
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Polling officials check EVMs and VVPATs ahead of Haryana 
Assembly elections on Friday. — Photo: PTI 


to an end Thursday evening. 
The BJP’s campaign was 
spearheaded by Prime Min- 
ister Narendra Modi who 
addressed four rallies, 
where he attacked the Con- 
gress on several issues and 
said they kept every matter 
important for the country 
entangled, including the 
Ram temple issue. He also 
said corruption runs in veins 
of the Congress and alleged 
it has “turned into a party of 
‘dalals’ (middlemen) and 
‘damad’ (son-in-law)”. 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi also addressed 
many public meetings 
where he asserted that a 
“Congress storm” is on its 


way in Haryana and his 
party would form the gov- 
ernment which will be one 
for the poor and farmers, 
and a ‘mohabbat ki dukan’ 
will be opened in every cor- 
ner of the State. 

In the previous Assembly 
polls in 2019, the BJP had 
won 40 seats, the Congress 
31 and JJP 10. The Congress 
has left the Bhiwani Assem- 
bly seat for its ILN.D.I.A bloc 
partner CPI(M) while the 
BJP is not contesting the 
Sirsa seat, from where 
Haryana Lokhit Party chief 
Gopal Kanda is seeking re- 
election. Most seats are 
likely to see a direct fight be- 
tween BJP and Congress. pti 


for identifying the creamy 
layer even from the SCs and 
STs so as to exclude them 
from the benefit of affirma- 
tive action. 

In 2004, a 5-judge Consti- 
tution Bench in EV Chinna- 
iah vs State of Andhra 
Pradesh case, which now 
stands overruled, had held 
that the members of the re- 
served category groups 
form a homogeneous class 
incapable of further re- 
grouping or classification. 
Days after the SC ruling in 
August this year, the union 
Cabinet chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
held a detailed discussion 
on the top court’s judgment 
and said that no provision of 
the Constitution provided 
for “creamy layer” within 
SCs and STs quota. 

The Union Information 
and Broadcasting Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the 
NDA government was com- 
mitted towards the provi- 
sions of the Constitution 
and “according to the Con- 
stitution given by BR 
Ambedkar, there is no pro- 
vision for a creamy layer in 
the SC-ST reservation”. 


Tribal leaders jump from Mantralaya 


Protest against demand to include Dhangars in ST list 


MUMBAI 


Tribal leaders, including 
Deputy Speaker Narhari 
Zirwal, protesting against 
the demand to include the 
Dhangar community in the 
Scheduled Tribe list, on Fri- 
day jumped from the third 
floor of Maharashtra State 
secretariat Mantralaya on 
the safety net just a floor 
below. No injuries were re- 
ported in the incident that 
saw tense moments unfold- 
ing at the six-storey 
Mantralaya complex. 
Zirwal, his fellow Nation- 
alist Congress Party legisla- 
tor Kiran Lahamate and BJP 
tribal MP Hemant Savara 
were among those who 
jumped from the third floor 
onto the safety net installed 
on the second floor, a pre- 
caution taken in response to 
previous suicide attempts at 
the site. The incident oc- 
curred around 12.40 pm, a 
police official said. The 
protest, which involved two 
MLAs and an MP from the 
ruling Mahayuti alliance, 
highlighted escalating ten- 
sions over the government’s 
handling of tribal issues. 


Maharashtra Assembly Deputy Speaker Narhari Zirwal and others being rescued from the safety nets 
after they jumped off the third floor of the Mantralaya building, in Mumbai, on Friday. —Photo: PTI 


After the police personnel 
removed these leaders from 
the net, these tribal repre- 
sentatives then gathered in 
the ground floor passage and 
began a sit-in claiming that 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde was not meeting 
them to discuss the quota 
issue. Dhangar or shepherd 
community in the State is de- 
manding ST category inclu- 
sion for the purpose of reser- 
vation. But Zirwal and other 


tribal leaders are protesting 
against this demand. “Iam an 
adivasi first and then an MLA 
and a deputy speaker,” Zir- 
wal said. “CM Shinde should 
meet the protesters,” he 
added. 

BJP MLC_ Gopichand 
Padalkar said Zirwal holds a 
constitutional post and 
there is no need to take such 
an extreme step. Zirwal said 
the State government 
should offer protection to 


students who have been 
protesting since a fortnight 
against the halt to recruit- 
ment under the Panchayats 
(Extension to Scheduled 
Areas) Act (PESA) in Maha- 
rashtra. Shiv Sena 
spokesperson Sanjay Shirsat 
said, “Caste-related agita- 
tions are going on across the 
State. The CM and two 
deputy CMs do hold talks 
with those who wish to dis- 
cuss issues,” he said. pri 


Bias in jails: SC cites dignity for incarcerated 


NEW DELHI 


“Right to live with dignity 
extends even to incarcer- 
ated” and its denial to the 
prisoners is a “relic of the 
colonizers and pre-colonial 
mechanisms,” the Supreme 


Court has said. The observa- 
tions were made by a bench 
comprising Chief Chief Jus- 
tice DY Chandrachud and 
Justices JB Pardiwala and 
Manoj Misra in a landmark 
judgement delivered on 
Thursday by which it banned 


AWARENESS PROGRAMME 


NCC volunteers during an awareness rally to save tigers, organised under Wildlife Week cel 


caste-based discrimination 
like division of manual 
labour, segregation of bar- 
racks, and bias against pris- 
oners of denotified tribes and 
habitual offenders. 

It held as unconstitu- 
tional the certain objection- 


@) 


Naidu should apologise 
to people, says Jagan 


AMARAVATI 


Welcoming the Supreme 
Court’s direction on consti- 
tuting an independent SIT 
to conduct a probe into alle- 
gations of use of animal fat 
in making Tirupati laddus, 
YSRCP chief YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy on Friday 
said Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu should apologise to 
people. 

Cancelling the Special In- 
vestigation Team appointed 
by the Andhra CM, the 
Supreme Court has pointed 
out Naidu’s ‘true picture’, he 
said and alleged that Naidu 
had been spreading lies. “... 


When the SC has passed 
such comments, if he has 
any devotion towards God, 
he should apologise to peo- 
ple. He should pray to Tiru- 
mala Venkateswara Swamy 
that he committed a mis- 
take. He has not done any of 
it but on top of that they 
(TDP) are (spreading false 
information) releasing 
posts through their twitter 
handle,” Jagan said. 

“It is evident from these 
(Supreme Court) com- 
ments and also judgements 
pronounced that whatever 
Chandrababu Naidu _ has 
been speaking, the Supreme 
Court, categorically repri- 
manded Naidu,” he said. pri 


ek 


ebration, in Bhopal, on Friday. — Photo: PTI 


able prison manual rules of 
around 10 States including 
Uttar Pradesh, West Ben- 
gal, Madhya Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, 
Kerala, Maharashtra, Kar- 
nataka, and Himachal 
Pradesh. ti 


Udhayanidhi 
takes dig at 
Pawan 


CHENNAI 


Tamil Nadu Deputy CM 
Udhayanidhi Stalin re- 
torted with a cryptic com- 
ment “Let’s wait and see” 
in response to his Andhra 


counterpart Pawan 
Kalyan’s remark on those 
opposing ‘Sanatana 


Dharma’ getting wiped out. 

Udhayanidhi, whose re- 
mark last year calling for 
“eradication” of ‘Sanatana 
Dharma’, triggered a row, 
responded with “Ok, let’s 
wait and see” when re- 
porters sought his reaction 
to Kalyan’s warning. Pawan, 
on Thursday said that “you 
cannot wipe out Sanatana 
Dharma. If anyone tries to 
wipe out Sanatana Dharma, 
let me tell you from feet of 
Lord Balaji, you will be 
wiped out.” pri 


Sidda to meet Cong high command 


BENGALURU 


Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah will meet the 
Congress high command to 
brief them on developments 
related to the Mysuru 
Urban Development Au- 
thority (MUDA) case, in 
which he has been named as 
accused number one by the 
Lokayukta and Enforcement 
Directorate (ED). Sources 
confirmed on Friday that 
CM Siddaramaiah has fi- 
nalised October 27-28 to 
meet the high command 
leaders in New Delhi. 

CM Siddaramaiah had ini- 
tially wanted to meet them 
earlier, but due to a series of 
events organised by the 
party on Gandhi Jayanti, as 


Lokayukta officials inspect plots 
allotted to CM’s wife 


MYSURU: Lokayukta officials conducted spot inspec- 
tion of the 14 MUDA sites, which were allegedly illegally 
allotted to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s wife Parvathi 
BM. Accompanied by officials of the MUDA and district 
administration, they conducted the measurement of 
the plots. Social activist Snehamayi Krishna, one of the 
complaints in the MUDA case, was present as he was 
also summoned by the Lokayukta for the procedure. pri 


well as elections in Haryana 
and Jammu and Kashmir, he 
could not schedule the 
meeting. During the two- 
day meeting, CM Siddara- 
maiah will meet the Leader 
of Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, as 
well as Sonia Gandhi, to 


brief them on State develop- 
ments in connection with 
the MUDA case. 

Sources have also indi- 
cated that if there are rapid 
developments in the ED’s 
investigation against him, 
Siddaramaiah will also meet 
leaders of I.N.D.1.A bloc. ians 


Centre disconnects 1./7 cr fake mobile connections 


NEW DELHI 


he Centre on Friday 

said that 1.77 crore 

mobile connections 
have been disconnected so 
far which used fake or 
forged documents, by 
using AI-based tools. 
Moreover, four telecom 
service providers (TSPs) 
have successfully imple- 
mented an advanced sys- 
tem in collaboration with 


Department of Telecom- 
munications (DoT), block- 
ing 45 lakh spoofed inter- 
national calls so far from 
entering the Indian tele- 
com network. 

“The next phase, involv- 
ing a centralised system 
that will eliminate the re- 
maining spoofed calls 
across all TSPs, is ex- 
pected to be commis- 
sioned shortly,” said the 
Ministry of Communica- 


tions. DoT has introduced 
an advanced system de- 
signed to identify and 
block incoming interna- 
tional spoofed calls before 
they can reach Indian tele- 
com subscribers. 

This system is being de- 
ployed in two phases — 
first at the TSP level to 
prevent calls spoofed with 
phone numbers of their 
own subscribers, and sec- 
ond, at a central level, to 


stop calls spoofed with the 
numbers of subscribers 
from other TSPs. As part 
of the action on 1.77 crore 
mobile connections, the 
Centre disconnected 33.48 
lakh mobile connections 
and blocked 49,930 mobile 
handsets used by cyber 
criminals in cyber-crime 
hotspots of the country. 
About 77.61 lakh mobile 
connections exceeded the 
prescribed limits for an in- 


dividual have been discon- 
nected and 2.29 lakh mo- 
bile phones involved in 
fraudulent activities have 
been blocked. About 12.02 
lakh out of 21.03 lakh re- 
ported stolen/lost mobile 
phones have been traced, 
and DoT and TSPs discon- 
nected about 20,000 enti- 
ties, 32,000 SMS headers 
and 2 lakh SMS templates 
involved in sending mali- 
cious SMSs. 1ans 
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PANASI 
PM to release 
PM-KISAN 


V 


Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi will release 
Rs 20,000 crore as the 
18th installment of the 
PM-KISAN scheme on 
Saturday. The dis- 
bursements will be 
through DBT during an 
event in Washim, Ma- 
harashtra, an official 
statement said. Maha- 
rashtra farmers will re- 
ceive an additional Rs 
2,000 crore under the 
State’s Namo Shetkari 
Mahasanman Nidhi Yo- 
jana. With the 18th in- 
stalment, the total 
amount disbursed 
under PM-KISAN will 
exceed Rs 3.45 lakh 
crore, Supporting more 
than 11 crore farmers 
nationwide. er: 


PANAJI 
Investors lose 


Rs 16L crore 
arg 


Market investors be- 
came poorer by Rs 
16.26 lakh crore in five 
days of heavy correc- 
tion in equities amid 
worsening tensions in 
the Middle East and 
foreign fund outflows. 
The market capitalisa- 
tion of BSE-listed firms 
slumped Rs 16,26, 
691.48 crore to Rs 
4,60,89,598.54 crore 
in five days of the mar- 
ket crash. Since Friday 
last, Sensex tumbled 
4,147.67 points or 4.83 
per cent. Falling for the 
fifth day running on Fri- 
day, the BSE Sensex 
tumbled 808.65 points 
or 0.98 per cent to set- 
tle at 81,688.45. er 


COLASSIFIE DS 


CHANGE OF NAME 
I, Kezia Devarapalli W/o Jonathan Michael 
Thomas born on 8 th June 1979, residing 
at Flat No.203, Jade Gardens, Suchitra, 
Quthbullapur, Secunderabad, Telangana, 
India have changed my name to Kezia Thomas 
vide affidavit dated 30th September 2024 


at Secunderabad, Telangana, India. 
[1T-26480] 


|, GHOUSIA BEGUM W/o Mohd Faizal, R/o 
11-1-1090, Aghapura, Mallepally, Hyd. 
Passport Bearing No. L6000928, hereby 
Change My Name From GHOUSE BEE TO 
GHOUSIA BEGUM & Also Change my 
Husband Name From MOHAMMED FAZIL 


to MOHD FAIZAL for all future purposes. 
[1T-8319] 


|, Manasi Upendra Nath Medisetty, W/o 
Medisetty Upendra Nath, R/o 101, Chaitanya 
Residency, Plot No. 40, Shubodaya 
Colony, Near Patel Kunta Park, Kukatpally, 
Hyderabad-72, Telangana, Changed my 


name as MANASI NAIDU MEDISETTY. 
[11-8272] 


I, C Lakshmikantham, W/o Gadde 
Narasimha Rao, R/o. 401, Alekhya 
Footprints, Gachibowli Hyderabad, 


changed my name as Gadde Lakshmi. 
(TT-8272] 


| hitherto known as THUMMALA 
RAJA BABU son of THUMMALA 
RAJENDER CHARY residing at House 
No. 4-15/6 Koratpally Dichpally 
Mandal __ Koratpalle Nizamabad 
Telangana-503175 have changed my 
name and shall hereafter be known 


as THUMMALA MANI KANTA 
[TT-11488] 


I, ANASTASIA JOHN PETER 
FERNANDES W/o. AVINASH 
CHOUDARY, R/o. F.No: 202, 2nd 
FLOOR, SRI PADMAVATHI ENCLAVE, 
THIRUMALA NAGAR, HB COLNY 
KAPRA(M), M-M dist, TS-040,| 
WANT TO CHANGE MY NAME AS 


ANASTASIA JOHN FERNANDES. 
(17-8401) 


|, Anupama Jyothi R/o. 10-5-76/14b, Tukaram 
Gate, North Lalaguda, Sec’bad, Hyd-17, T.S. 
Henceforth Shall Be Known As Malladi 


Anupama Jyothi W/o. Malladi Prabhakara Rao. 
_{TT-8320] 


I, Malladi Prabhakara Rao Narasimha Rao 
R/o. 10-5-76/14b, Tukaram Gate, North Lalaguda, 
Sec'bad, Hyd-17, T.S. Changed My Name As Malladi 


Prabhakara Rao S/o. Malladi Narasimha Rao. 
(1T-8320] 


News from 


NATION/STATE 


India vows to 


coma help rebuild Lanka 


Jaishankar meets President Dissanayake and PM Amarasuirya 


PTI 
COLOMBO 


External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Friday met Sri 
Lankan President Anura Ku- 
mara Dissanayake and dis- 
cussed “ways to deepen on- 
going cooperation and 
strengthen India-Sri Lanka 
ties,” and assured India’s 
continued support to the is- 
land nation’s economic re- 
building. Jaishankar, who is 
here on a day-long visit, less 
than a fortnight after Presi- 
dent Dissanayake was sworn 
in, also met Prime Minister 
Harini Amarasuriya and his 
counterpart Vijitha Herath. 
Jaishankar is the first for- 
eign dignitary to visit Sri 
Lanka since the National 
People’s Power (NPP) gov- 
ernment led by Dissanayake 
came to power on Septem- 
ber 23. “Honoured to call on 
President @anuradis- 
anayake today in Colombo. 
Conveyed warm greetings of 
President Droupadi Murmu 
and PM @narendramodi,” 
Jaishankar posted on X. 
“Appreciate his warm sen- 
timents and guidance for the 
India-Sri Lanka relations. 
Discussed ways to deepen 


External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Sri Lankan President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake, in Colombo. — Photo: PTI 


ongoing cooperation and 
strengthen India-Sri Lanka 
ties for the benefit of people 
of two countries and the re- 
gion,” he said further in the 
post. Soon after, Dissanayake 
took to X to post and said dis- 
cussions focussed on boost- 
ing cooperation in tourism, 
energy, and investment and 
on continued collaboration 
on fisheries, security, and na- 
tional unity. 

“Met Indian External Af- 
fairs Minister @DrSJais- 
hankar today (04), during 
his official visit to Sri 
Lanka,” he said. “Discus- 


sions focused on boosting 
cooperation in tourism, en- 
ergy, and investment. Dr. 
Jaishankar reaffirmed 
India’s support for Sri 
Lanka’s economic recovery. 
The importance of contin- 
ued collaboration on fish- 
eries, security, and national 
unity was also discussed,” 
the Sri Lankan President 
added in his post on X. 

He was earlier received at 
the airport by Sri Lankan 
Foreign Secretary Aruni Wi- 
jewardena and the Indian 
High Commissioner to Sri 
Lanka Santosh Jha. Jais- 


hankar also met Prime Min- 
ister Harini Amarasuriya 
after which he posted on X 
along with the photos of the 
two leaders: “Pleased to 
meet PM @Dr_HariniA 
today. Conveyed good 
wishes for her new respon- 
sibility. Discussed Digital 
Public Infrastructure, train- 
ing and capacity building. 
Agreed to work together to 
advance our partnership.” 

Earlier, Jaishankar met his 
Sri Lankan counterpart Vi- 
jitha Herath. “Concluded 
wide-ranging and detailed 
talks with FM Vijitha Herath 
today in Colombo. Congrat- 
ulated him once again on his 
new responsibilities,” Jais- 
hankar posted on his X han- 
dle. “Reviewed various di- 
mensions of India-Sri Lanka 
partnership. Assured him of 
India’s continued support to 
Sri Lanka’s economic re- 
building. Our Neighbour- 
hood First Policy and Sagar 
outlook will always guide 
the advancement of India- 
Sri Lanka ties,” he added. 

In April 2022, the island 
nation declared its first ever 
sovereign default since gain- 


Centre rules out privatising railways 


NASHIK 


Union Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw on Friday said 
there is no question of pri- 
vatising the railways and as- 
serted the national trans- 
porter’s focus is on 
providing affordable service 
to all. The aim is to ensure 
people can travel up to 1,000 
kilometres in comfort in less 
than Rs 400, the Railway 


I, Khazi Mohammed Sarwar Mohiuddin R/o. 18- 
8-278/2/B/29, Rajiv Nagar, Rakshapuram, Hyd-53, 
T.G. Changed My Name As Qazi Mohammed Sarwar 
Mohiuddin S/o. Mohammed Qazi Nizamuddin. 
(1T-8320] 


|, Durga Prasad Samala Jyothi R/o. 12-10-403, 
Seven Hills Munu Swamy Arcade, Namalagundu, 
Sec'bad, Hyd, T.G. 500061. Changed My Name 
As Durga Prasad Samala S/o. Raju Samala. 
(1T-8320] 


1, NOMULA SRAVAN KUMAR R/. H.No. 1-33/4/ 
5/A, Kailsh Nagar, OPP. ND R Estate, Chandan- 
nagar, R.R Dt -500050 TS. Changed My Name to 
NOMULA SHRAVAN KUMAR for all purposes, > 


I, SHIKHA PANKAJ KUMAR BAID R/o. 
19, SCHB Cly, SY No. 199, Akbar Road, 
Doimond Point Sec'bad, Hyd-500009, 
TS. Changed My Name to SHIKHA BAID 
W/o. PANKAJ VIMAL KUMAR BAID 
(1T-845:! 


I, SHAZIA, R/o. H.No. 11-2-642/43, Habeeb 
Nagar, Mallepally, Nampally, Hyderabad, 
TS 500001, Changed My Name as 


SHAZIA FATIMA D/o. Mohd Mazher Ali. 
(1T-8455] 


1, YERVA SWETHA VIJAYAKUMAR W/o. KOTA 
VENKATESWARA RAO R/o. FNo. 204, SARASWATHI 
BLOCK Ganesh Nagar, Ramanthapur, Hyd, 500013 
TS, Changed My Name to YERVA SWETHA 
(1T-8455] 


1, KONDI PUSHPA LATHA W/o. KONDI 
KIRAN KUMAR R/o. 8-1-293/78/80- E2- 
5TH FLOOR, SUNNY RESIDENCY, DWARAKA 
NAGAR, HS DARGA, SHAIKPET, HYDER- 
ABAD 500008 HEREBY CHANGE MY NAME 
IN PASSPORT FROM KONDI PUSHPA LATHA 
TO PUSHPA LATHA YENAGANDULA 
(1T-8455 


|, JEETRI VAISHALI, R/o. PLOT NO. 
29/B, SHASTRIPURAM, KINGS COLONY, 
MD PALLY, R R dist-52, T.S. CHANGED 
MY NAME AS AYESHA FATIMA, W/o. 
MOHAMMED FAZAL UR RAHMAN 
[1T-8455 


I, Mahesh Reddy S/o. Komma Sivasankara 
Reddy R/o. H.No. F.No. 501, P.no. 60, 61, 
65, 66, Sai Green Brindavanam, Sai 
Keerthi Layout, Pragathi Nagar, Bachpalle 
-500090 T. S Have Changed My 
Name As Mahesh Reddy Komma 
[1T-8456] 


I, Shivashankarr Reddy S/o. Komma Rami 
Reddy R/o. H.No F.No. 501, P.no 60, 61, 65, 
66, Sai Green Brindavanam, Sai Keerthi 
Layout, Bachpalle-500090 T.S. Have Changed 


My Name As Komma Sivasankara Reddy 
(1T-8456] 


I, Chalamalasetty Renuka W/o. Puvvula 
Venkateswara Rao R/o. H.No. 4462, Road No-14, 
New MIG, Phase2, BHEL, Sangareddy -502032, T.S. 


Have Changed My Name As Puvvula Renuka 
(1T-8456] 


Minister said here. “In the 
next five years, the railways 
will undergo a complete 
makeover. Trains such as 
Vande Bharat, Namo Bharat, 
deployment of Kavach train 
protection mechanism will 
lead this change. This is the 
era of transformation of rail- 


ways,” he said while ad- 
dressing the Railway Pro- 
tection Force Raising Day 
event here. 


I, BS MADHUSUDHAN RAO S/o. 
JAGADISHWAR RAO BAIRISHETTY 
R/o: 1-9-123, opp Ashirwad 
Apts, Ramanagar, Musheerabad, 
Hyderabad - 500020, TS. Have 
Changed My Name As 
MADHUSUDHAN BAIRISHETTY 


- —— _[TT-8456] 
1, ARUNA BAI PODUGU D/o. 
HARI GOVIND PODUGU R/o. 1-9- 
290/B/6, RAMNAGAR, HYDER- 
ABAD 48 HAVE BEEN CHANGED 
MY NAME FROM ARUNA BAI 
PODUGU TO ASMA FATIMA for 
all purpose of records 


LOST 


i It is notified for the information that my 


original qualifying examination certificate 
of Indian Certifiicate of Secondary Educa- 
tion of year 2015 and Unique ID 6019182 
has been actually lost. Name of the 
candidate: Khaja Ahmed Ismail. If 


Found please Contact 9059415954. 
[1T-26518] 


I, Venkata Rami Reddy Kondamadugula S/o. 
Siva Reddy .K. R/o. Miyapur, Hyd, 500049, | 
lost my Passport No. Q490652, by travelling 


Near S.R. Nagar. if any found cal. 9346928358 
[17-8272] 


1, SOMARAM SPARJEN RAJ R/o. 19-5- 
479/3/B, N M Guda, Kishan bagh, hyd, Loss 
my Passport Bearing no. N3200585 at kis- 


; han bagh on 25/09/2024. Cell: 8801413126 


(1T-8401] 
I, Surineni Srinivasa Rao S/o. Ragupathi Rao 
Surineni R/o: F.no 401, Sri Sai Nilayam, Friends 
colony chandanagar, Rangareddy-500050, 
T.S. | have Lost My Passport Bearing No. 


1| P4544616, At HYD lost my Passport while taking 


xerox copy at Chandanagar, Near Ks Bakers. 
if anybody found Contact -7729965615 


Telangana Today 
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“There is no question of 
privatisation of the railways. 
I urge those spreading such 
rumours to remember the 
railways and defence are 
two backbones of India and 
must be spared all kinds of 
politics. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has ensured 
the politicisation of the rail- 
ways has stopped,” Vaish- 
naw said. The railway 
budget currently stands at 


|, BATHARAJU MADHUKUMAR, S/o, B.SATHAIAH, R/o, H.No, 
1-160, Panthangi Village, Choutuppal Mandal, Nalgonda - 
Dist-508252, Telangana. Lost my Passport, B.No. £6947814, 
While travelling from Chouttuppal to Panthangi, on 
26-09-2024, if anyone found please Contact: 9885771706 


(TT-11582] 
|, G.VUAYA NEHRU W/o, Late E.Venkat Rathnam R/o. 1-1-2/D/B, 
Bakaram, Musheerabad, Hyderabad, Lost Original Sale Deed 
Document No. 3309/2006 SRO. Ghatkesar, while taking 


Xerox at Chikkadapally, If found please cont: 9391032765 
(TT-11582] 


1, Manish Futnani, S/o. Murlimal Futnani R/o. 
8-2-293/82/A/1057/P, Rd No.52, Shaikpet 
Hyd, TS. | have Lost My Original Property 
Documents No. 14677/2019 and 2564/2023 
SRO Regd At SRO-Qutubullapur Admeasuring 
1625 SFT, At Medchal -Malkajgiri Dist While 
Travelling From Bowenpally to Sec'bad. if any- 


body Found Please Contact - 9849255345 
[1T-8455] 


1, BSURESH S/o. late B.CH. VENKATESWARLU, 
age: 43 years, R/o AS Rao Nagar, Kapra, 
Medchal Malkajgiri District, | have lost the 
original link Documents No. 1103/95 and 
3945/2000 of SRO Khushaiguda. While 
traveling from ECIL to Kapra. if any one found 


please call me. Contact 8522847020 
[1T-8455] 


1, Shaik Peer Mohammed Hussamy, S/o 
Shaik Chand, R/o. H.No: 18-12-419/D/39, 
Hafez Baba Nagar, Kanchan Bagh, Hyderabad. 
Has lost my Passport No. $9674642, in the 
Rain Water Floods took place on 19-10-2020. 


If anyone found Pls Cont: 9848489095 
{1T-8456] 


|, BALLA SRINIVAS RAO S/o. BALLA MALLA- 
IAH, PLOT NO 14 SEETHARAMPURAM COLONY, 
NEW BOWENPALLY, Sec bad, TG | HAVE LOST 
MY ORIGINAL PASSPORT BEARING NO 


M034121..if any one found call :9849860306 
(11-8322) 
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ing Independence from 
Britain in 1948. 
Rs 2.5 lakh crore and 31,000 


kilometres of new tracks 
have been laid in the last 10 
years, which is more than 
the network of France, he 
said. Speaking about the 
RPF, he said Rs 35 crore has 
been earmarked for upgrad- 
ing the force’s zonal centres, 
while various demands per- 
taining to service rules and 
promotions are under con- 
sideration. pr 


LOST OF DOCUMENT 
1, Smt. KALIDINDI SUDHA 
RANI, W/o.  K.VIJAY 
KUMAR RAJU, ( 
RUDRARAJU 

) Rio. Villa No. 42, 

NCL, 

Nortu, Kompally, Medchal 
Malkajgiri District-500014, 
T.G. | have lost my original 
Link Document number 
7019/2020 if any found 
please Contact Ph: 


9949983077 


LOST DOCUMENT 
1], THOTAKURU JAHNAVI, 
D/o. THOTAKURU KRISHNAM 
RAJU, R/o. H.No. 7-28/1, 
Rd No. 2, Shankar Nagar 
Cly Peerzadiguda, Medipally, 
Malkajgiri Dist - 500098, 
TS. | have Lost My Original 
CBSE (10th) Marks Certificate, 
bearing Roll No. (4004388), 
Memo No. 1303980, Dated: 
06/05/2019, School: 46058 
- THE PSBB MILLENNIUM 
SCHOOL, Thazhambur, 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, Year 
of Passing: MARCH-2019, 
and also Lost My Original 
ISCE (12th) Marks Memo 
Certificate, bearing Roll 
No. (7453855), Memo 
No- BP70011786, Dated: 
24/07/2021, Year of Passing: 
MARCH - 2021, School/ 
College: SAHYADRI SCHOOL 
KRISHNAMURTI FOUN- 
DATION INDIA, Pune, Ma- 
harashtra, Lost while 
travelling in two wheeler at 
Shankar Nagar Colony, 
Peerzadigada, Medchal. If 
found please Contact 


9701721116 


appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements 
in these columns Telangana 
Publications Pvt. Ltd. does 
not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of Telangana Publi- 
cations Pvt. Ltd. Shall not be 
held responsible / liable 
for any consequences, in 
case such claims are 
found to be false. 
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People walk on a road partially eroded by the overflowning Kopilli river, near Bagalajan 


in Nagaon district, Assam. — Photo: PTI 


@) 


ISB welcomes 
founding batch of ivi 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Indian School of Busi- 
ness (ISB) here on Friday 
welcomed the founding 
batch for I-Venture Immer- 
sive (ivi), a six-month, full- 
time, on-campus _ pro- 
gramme designed to 
nurture aspiring entrepre- 
neurs and guide them from 
discovery of ideas to build- 
ing scalable ventures. 
Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for 
Skill Development and En- 
trepreneurship Jayant 
Chaudhary, along with ISB 
Dean Prof Madan Pillutla, 
unveiled a state-of-the-art 
classroom for the ivi pro- 
gramme. The classroom, 
designed as a centre for in- 


novation and collaboration, 
will serve as a hub for cre- 
ative thinking and hands-on 
learning. 

Chaudhary highlighted 
the diversity of the cohort, 
noting that more than 40 per 
cent of the class were 
women. “This programme 
will empower aspiring en- 
trepreneurs to turn their 
ideas into reality, further 
strengthening the country’s 
start-up ecosystem,” he said. 

The six-month immer- 
sive experience — billed as 
‘more than an incubator, 
more than a school’ - will be 
conducted full-time at the 
ISB’s Hyderabad campus, 
offering budding entrepre- 
neurs support and funding 
opportunities to bring their 
innovative ideas to life. 


Apple to 
open 4 more 
stores in India 


NEW DELHI 


iPhone maker Apple on 
Friday said it will open 
four more stores in India, 
located in Pune, Ben- 
galuru, Delhi-NCR and 
Mumbai. 

The company said it 
will also roll out its first- 
ever “made in India” 
iPhone 16 Pro and iPhone 
16 Pro Max series devices 
this month. 

“We can’t wait for them 
to have even more oppor- 
tunities to discover and 
shop for our amazing 
products and services, and 
connect with our extraor- 
dinary, knowledgeable 
team members,” Apple’s 
senior vice president of 
Retail, Deirdre O’Brien, 
said in a statement. pr 


Man held for 
ex-banker’s 
murder 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Four days after the bru- 
tal murder of a former 
banker at an apartment 
in Miyapur, police 
solved the case and ar- 
rested her ex-colleague 
on Friday. The suspect 
was identified as M 
Manoj Kumar alias Balu. 

On October 1, Manoj 
barged into Spandana’s 
apartment and attacked 
her with a screwdriver 
and a boulder, killing 
her on the spot. Police 
used CCTV footage and 
phone records to zero 
in on Manoj. He devel- 
oped feelings for Span- 
dana. When she re- 
jected his proposal, he 
killed her. 


Narayana Schools 
to promote sports 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Narayana Schools on Friday 
announced the introduction 
of the Sports Achievement 
Reward Policy, aimed at 
recognising and rewarding 
the sporting achievements 
of its students at the district, 
State, national and interna- 
tional levels. 

The initiative, launched 
to promote a culture of ex- 
cellence in sports, will sup- 
port students in their pur- 
suit of sporting success 
while fostering their overall 
development, a press re- 
lease said. For national- 
level achievements, gold 
medalists will receive Rs 
6,000, silver medalists Rs 
5,000, and bronze medalists 


Rs 4,000. The State-level 
achievements will see gold, 
silver, and bronze medalists 
rewarded with Rs 3,000, Rs 
2,500 and Rs 2,000 respec- 
tively. At the district level, 
students will receive Rs 
1,500 for gold, Rs 1,200 for 
silver and Rs 1,000 for 
bronze. Additionally, for in- 
ternational events, partici- 
pation alone qualifies stu- 
dents for a reward of Rs 
10,000, regardless of the re- 
sult. The policy is applica- 
ble to students participating 
in sports events conducted 
after September 16 and in- 
cludes special provisions 
for team sports and interna- 
tional competitions, ensur- 
ing equitable rewards for 
individual and group ef- 
forts, the release added. 


Couple dupes 
people of Rs 35 cr 
using ‘time machine’ 


KANPUR 


A ‘time machine’, the 
promise of turning the 
clock back four decades 
and a couple that went into 
hiding after making 
around Rs 35 crore by dup- 
ing those desperate to be 
young. It may sound like a 
plot of a Bollywood pot- 
boiler but is straight out of 
the Kanpur crime files. 
Rajeev Kumar Dubey 
and his wife Rashmi 
Dubey opened a therapy 
centre, Revival World, in 
the Saket Nagar area in 
Kanpur where they 
claimed to provide “hy- 
perbaric oxygen therapy” 
inside the “time machine” 
that could undo years of 
ageing within months, ac- 
cording to police. Rajeev 
and Rashmi introduced a 
pyramid scheme. They 


lured new customers with 
the promise of handsome 
concessions and high re- 
turns in a short span of 
time, DCP (South) Ankita 
Sharma said on Friday. 
They also distributed 
pamphlets and put up 
hoardings claiming that 
the polluted air of Kanpur 
was causing people to age 
rapidly and their age-re- 
versing “time machine” 
could transform 65-year- 
olds into 25-year-olds, the 
DCP said. 

The accused couple of- 
fered several packages 
ranging from Rs 6,000 for 
10 sessions to Rs 90,000 for 
a three-year reward sys- 
tem, she added. The fraud 
came to light after one of 
the victims lodged a police 
complaint alleging that she 
was duped of Rs 7 lakh by 
Rajeev and Rashmi. pri 


200 jailed for 
harassing 
women 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Around 200 persons, who 
were caught harassing 
women in public places 
during the recent Ganesh 
festivities, were sentenced 
to imprisonment for three 
days by a local court on Fri- 
day. The court also im- 
posed fine on them. 

The Hyderabad She 
Teams conducted decoy 
operations to safeguard 
women at crowded areas. 
Of the 996 individuals 
caught for misbehaving 
and harassing women, 200 
were produced in court on 
Friday. “The offenders 
were caught with video 
and photo evidence of their 
indecent behaviour at vari- 
ous public places. Other of- 
fenders, for whom video 
evidence could not be cap- 
tured, were counselled in 
the presence of their family 
members,” said a She Team 
official. 
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Toye 
Body found 


off coast 
Vv 


A female body found 
off the coast of Japan 
has been identified as 
that of 14-year-old 
Hanon Kiso, who went 
missing during torren- 
tial rains in Ishikawa 
prefecture. Kiso, a jun- 
ior high school student 
from Wajima City in 
the prefecture, had 
been missing since the 
record-breaking rainfall 
on Sept 21, when her 
home was swept away 
by a mudflow amid the 
rain, the Japan Coast 
Guard said. 1ans 


SYDNEY 
Car thieves 
shot by cops 


V 


Two alleged vehicle 
thieves are in a hospital 
in Sydney, with one in 
critical condition, after 
being shot when they 
tried to run over police 
officials in a stolen car 
on Friday. Police in 

the Australian State of 
New South Wales 
(NSW) said in a state- 
ment that officers 
were called to a block 
of units in the suburb 
of Wentworthville 
following reports that a 
stolen vehicle was at 
the location. 1ans 


KIGALI 


25 bodies 
recovered 


Ww 


At least 25 bodies have 
been recovered after a 
boat carrying over 300 
passengers capsized in 
Niger State in central 
Nigeria early this week, 
Nigerian President Bola 
Tinubu's spokesman 
said. Over 150 others 
were rescued after the 
overloaded wooden 
boat flipped over on 
River Niger upstream 
of Jebba Dam in Mokwa 
local government 

area, Bayo Onanuga, a 
senior presidential 
spokesman, said. tans 


KIGALI 
Trials for 
vaccine 


V 


Rwanda is preparing to 
initiate vaccine and 
therapeutic trials for 
Marburg virus disease 
in the coming days. The 
country has reported 
36 confirmed cases 
and 11 fatalities since 
the outbreak began 
last month. There are 
no approved treat- 
ments or vaccines for 
this disease. Rwandan 
officials are monitoring 
410 contacts of con- 
firmed cases to pre- 
vent transmission. 1ans 


News from 


WORLD 


‘Tran will attack again if needed’ 


Supreme leader Khamenei praises missile attack on Israel, calls it a “shining” job by armed forces 


AP 
TEHRAN 


Iran’s supreme leader on Friday 
praised the country’s recent mis- 
sile strike on Israel and said it was 
ready to do it again if necessary. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in his 
first appearance as leader at Fri- 
day prayers in about five years, 
called the missile strike a “shin- 
ing” job by Iran’s armed forces. 

On Tuesday, Iran launched at 
least 180 missiles at Israel, the lat- 
est in a series of rapidly escalat- 
ing attacks between Israel and 
Iran and its allies that threaten to 
push the Middle East closer to a 
regionwide war. Israel said it in- 
tercepted many of the missiles, 
and officials in Washington said 
US destroyers assisted in Israel’s 
defence. Iran said most of its mis- 
siles hit their targets. There were 
no immediate reports of casual- 
ties. 

Khamenei, 80, said in a 40- 
minute speech to thousands of 
people at the Mosalla mosque, 
the main prayer site in Tehran, 
that the Hamas-led attack on 
southern Israel nearly a year ago 
on Oct 7, 2023, was a legitimate 
action by the Palestinian people. 
He said Tuesday’s missile bar- 
rage was based on international 
law, the country’s law and Islamic 
beliefs. He urged nations from 
“Afghanistan to Yemen and from 
Iran to Gaza and Yemen” to be 
ready to take action against the 
enemy, and praised those who 
had died doing so. 

“Our resisting people in 
Lebanon and Palestine, you brave 
fighters, you loyal and patient 
people, these martyrdoms and 
the blood that was shed shouldn’t 
shake your determination but 
make you more persistent,” he 
said. Khamenei gave half of the 
speech in Arabic as he addressed 
his comments to Arab nations. 

Khamenei’s last appearance at 
Friday prayers was after the death 
of Revolutionary Guard Gen 
Qassem Soleimani, who was 
killed in 2020 ina US drone strike 
in Baghdad. A ceremony com- 
memorating the death of 
Lebanese Hezbollah leader Has- 
san Nasrallah was held before 
Khamenei’s speech. Most high- 
ranking Iranian officials, includ- 
ing President Masoud Pezeshkian 
and top Revolutionary Guard 
generals, attended the ceremony. 

Also on Friday, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi arrived 
in Beirut, Lebanon, where he was 
expected to discuss ongoing 
fighting between Israel and 
Hezbollah with Lebanese ofh- 
cials. 


A photographer runs for cover as smoke rises in the background following an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, on Friday. — Photo: AP 


Airstrikes on Beirut suburs 
cut off key crossing into Syria 


BEIRUT: Israel carried out another se- 
ries of punishing airstrikes on Friday, 
hitting suburban Beirut and cutting 
off the main border crossing between 
Lebanon and Syria for tens of thou- 
sands of people fleeing the Israeli 
bombardment of the Hezbollah mili- 
tant group. The overnight blasts in 
Beirut’s southern suburbs sent huge 
plumes of smoke and flames into the 
night sky and shook buildings kilome- 
tres away in the Lebanese capital. 
Additional strikes sent people run- 
ning for cover in streets littered with 
rubble in the Dahiyeh neighbourhood, 
where at least one building was lev- 
elled and cars were burned out. The 
Israeli military said it targeted 
Hezbollah’s central intelligence head- 
quarters around midnight. It did not 
say who it was aiming for or if any 
militants were killed in that strike, 
but it claimed to have killed 100 
Hezbollah fighters in the last 24 
hours. Lebanon’s state-run National 
News Agency reported more than 10 
consecutive airstrikes in the area. 
Some 1,400 Lebanese, including 
Hezbollah fighters and civilians, have 


been killed and some 1.2 million 
driven from their homes since Israel 
escalated its strikes in late Septem- 
ber aiming to cripple Hezbollah and 
push it away from the countries’ 
shared border. Meanwhile, Hezbollah 
launched about 100 rockets into Is- 
rael on Friday, the Israel military said. 

The Israeli military also said that a 
strike in Beirut the day before killed 
Mohammed Rashid Skafi, the head of 
Hezbollah’s communications division. 
The military said in a statement that 
Skafi was “a senior Hezbollah terror- 
ist who was responsible for the com- 
munications unit since 2000” and 
was “closely affiliated” with high-up 
Hezbollah officials. 

Thursday’s strike along the 
Lebanon-Syria border, about 50 km 
east of Beirut, led to the closure of 
the road near the busy Masnaa Bor- 
der Crossing — the first time it has 
been cut off since Hezbollah and Is- 
rael began trading fire almost a year 
ago. Israel said it targeted the cross- 
ing because it was being used by 
Hezbollah to transport military equip- 
ment across the border. ap 


Israel ‘eliminates’ 250 Hezbollah 
militants in last four days 


TEL AVIV: The Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) said on Friday 
that it has eliminated 2,000-plus military targets and 250 
Hezbollah militants since it began targetted and demarcated 
ground operations in southern Lebanon, four days ago. “Di- 
recting fire and intelligence of the divisions and the Northern 
Command, five commanders at the level of the brigade, 10 
company commanders and six platoon commanders were 
eliminated,” stated IDF. 

At the same time, the Israeli Air Force (IAF) is also conduct- 
ing preemptive strikes during these intelligence-based oper- 
ations in southern Lebanon. “The forces of Division 98 were 
the first to begin a ground operation at the beginning of the 
week, and later 36 also entered. The forces operate in the for- 
mation of brigade attacks that combine air activity alongside 
tanks and artillery,” mentioned IDF. During the operation, the 
IDF eliminated Hezbollah militants entrenched in buildings 
and also destroyed their weapons cache, including ready-to- 
launch launchers. The IDF troops also discovered dozens of 
weapons “aimed at Israeli territory” that were left behind in 
buildings and civilian homes, including anti-tank missiles, 
firearms, observation posts and a buried explosive device. 

“The Air Force forces operate above and around the forces 
at all hours of the day - from preliminary attacks on military 
targets in the raid targets to removing threats in space 
through collection and attack missions. So far, about 250 
militants have been eliminated from the ground and the air, 
over 2,000 military targets have been attacked, including 
terrorists, terrorist infrastructures, military buildings, muni- 
tions warehouses, launchers and more,” the IDF detailed. Ear- 
lier in the day, the IDF confirmed that it had eliminated Mo- 
hammad Rashid Sakafi, the Commander of Hezbollah’s 
Communications Unit, during a “precise, intelligence-based 
strike” in Beirut on Thursday. tans 


lran warns of 
attacking gas 
fields, refineries 


TEHRAN: A senior Iranian 
military commander on Fri- 
day warned that Iran would 
strike all of Israel’s refiner- 
ies and gas fields should it 
“make any mistake,” the 
semi-official Mehr news 
agency reported. “If the oc- 
cupiers make any mistake, 
we will target all their en- 
ergy resources, stations, re- 
fineries, and gas fields,” 
Mehr quoted Deputy Com- 
mander of Islamic Revolu- 
tion Guards Corps (IRGC) Ali 
Fadavi as saying. 

Fadavi’s remarks came as 
Israel has threatened to at- 
tack lran’s oil refineries and 
energy infrastructure in its 
potential retaliatory re- 
sponse to Iran’s missile at- 
tack on Tuesday against tar- 
gets in Israel. Iran fired 
about 180 ballistic missiles 
at what it claimed to be 
strategic centers in Israel on 
Tuesday night in retaliation 
for Israel’s assassinations of 
Hamas Politburo Chief Is- 
mail Haniyeh, Hezbollah 
Secretary-General Hassan 
Nasrallah, and senior IRGC 
commander Abbas Nilforo 
ushan, as well as its intensi- 
fication of offensives 
against Lebanese, Palestini- 
ans with US support, Xinhua 
news agency reported. ians 


17 Israeli 
soldiers killed 


BEIRUT: Hezbollah 
said that the group 
killed 17 Israeli soldiers 
in border confronta- 
tions over the day. 
Lebanese military 
sources and Hezbollah 
sources said that after 
clashes lasting for 
about 10 hours, Hezbol- 
lah combat groups 
were able to stop the Is- 
raeli advance towards 
the southeastern vil- 
lages of Adaisseh and 
Kafr Kila. The intensity 
of the clashes de- 
creased after the Israeli 
force withdrew behind 
the borderline and were 
limited to exchanging 
rockets and artillery 
fire. ans 


Kim warns S Korea of nuke attack 


Congo tragedy: Toll rises to 87 


SEOUL 


North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un threatened to use 
nuclear weapons and de- 
stroy South Korea perma- 
nently if provoked, State 
media reported on Friday, 
after the South’s leader 
warned that Kim’s regime 
would collapse if he at- 
tempted to use nuclear arms. 

The exchange of such rhet- 
oric between the rival Koreas 
is nothing new, but the latest 
comments come during 
heightened animosities over 
the North’s recent disclosure 
of a nuclear facility and its 
continuation of missile tests. 
Next week, observers say 


North Korea’s rubber-stamp 
parliament is expected to 
constitutionally declare a hos- 
tile “two-state” system on the 
Korean Peninsula to formally 
reject reconciliation with 
South Korea and codify new 
national borders. 

During a visit to a special 
operation forces unit on 
Wednesday, Kim said his 
military “would use without 
hesitation all the offensive 
forces it possesses, includ- 
ing nuclear weapons”, if 
South Korea attempts to use 
armed forces encroaching 
upon the sovereignty of 
North Korea. “If such a situ- 
ation comes, the permanent 
existence of Seoul and the 


Republic of Korea would be 
impossible,” Kim said, using 
South Korea’s official name. 
Kim’s statement was a re- 
sponse to South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s 
speech at his country’s 
Armed Forces Day. 
Unveiling South Korea’s 
most powerful Hyunmoo-5 
ballistic missile and other 
conventional weapons that 
could target North Korea, 
Yoon said the day that North 
Korea tries to use nuclear 
weapons would be the end 
of the Kim government be- 
cause Kim would face “the 
resolute and overwhelming 
response” of the South Ko- 
rean-US alliance. ap 


GOMA 


At least 87 people have been 
reportedly killed after a 
ferry sank on Lake Kivu in 
the eastern Congo. The 
ferry, coming from the town 
of Minova in the South Kivu 
province, capsized on 
Thursday near the port of 
Kituku, on the outskirts of 
Goma, the capital of the 
North Kivu province. 

Ina report, the provincial 
government spoke of 78 
people still missing. The 87 
bodies recovered were 
transported to the morgue 
of the general hospital in 
Goma and nine other sur- 
vivors were taken to hospi- 


Authorities launch probe 


KINSHASA: Congolese authorities have launched in- 
vestigations into two recent deadly boat accidents, in- 
cluding the capsizing of an overcrowded boat on Lake 
Kivu on Thursday. “These investigations will aim to 
clarify the circumstances of these unfortunate events 
and establish responsibilities so that the people who 
are at the root of these accidents are prosecuted be- 
fore the competent courts,” the Ministry of Justice said 
on Thursday. Many remain unaccounted for from the 
vessel, believed to have had 278 people on board. ap 


tal. The number of passen- 
gers aboard the boat re- 
mains unknown. 

The boat failed to with- 
stand a violent wave before 
it capsized about 700 m 


away from the port. Till late 
Thursday, the population 
still gathered at the port of 
Kituku with anxiety and the 
hope of finding the bodies of 
their loved ones. ians 


Ecuador 
declares ‘state 
of exception’ 


QUITO 

Ecuadorian President 
Daniel Noboa declared a 
60-day ‘state of exception’ 
in six provinces and two 
towns, including capital 
Quito, to quell recent out- 
breaks of violent crime. 
“Serious internal unrest 
and armed conflict called 
for a focused state of ex- 
ception to strengthen the 
work of Armed Forces and 
National Police in order to 
defend the sovereignty and 
integrity of the State, citi- 
zen security and public 
order,” said a statement. ians 


Heavy flooding in Bosnia, 14 killed 


KISELJAK 


A severe rainstorm struck 
Bosnia on Friday, killing at 
least 14 people and flooding 
several towns and villages 
in central and southern 
parts of the country. Rescue 
services in the south of the 
country reported several 
people missing and called 
on volunteers and the army 
to assist as roads were 
closed and houses left with- 
out electricity. Darko Jukan, 
a spokesman for the local 
administration in the south- 
ern town of Jablanica, said 
at least 14 people had died. 
Defense Minister Zukan 
Helez told N1 regional tele- 
vision that troops have been 
engaged to help and that the 
casualties were reported. ap 


Pak authorities use tear gas to 


ISLAMABAD 


Pakistani authorities on Fri- 
day used tear gas to disperse 
protesters who had gath- 
ered here at D-Chowk de- 
manding the release of 
jailed former Prime Minis- 
ter Imran Khan and to show 
solidarity with the judiciary. 
The authorities sus- 
pended the mobile and inter- 
net services in most parts of 
the twin cities of Islamabad 
and Rawalpindi to quell the 
protests called by Khan. 
The call for protest was 
given by Imran Khan who 
has been incarcerated at 
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail for 
more than a year. He asked 
his followers to converge at 


quell pro-Imran protesters 


=a 


Police officers fire tear gas to disperse protestors in Islamabad, 
on Friday. — Photo: PTI 


the iconic venue in the cap- 
ital to register a protest. 

It is the same venue 
where Khan held a sit-in for 
126 days in 2014 against al- 


leged rigging in the elec- 
tions. Police have blocked 
all entry points to Islamabad 
and also arrested about 30 
protesters. pr! 
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GWALIOR 
India aims 
for top-5 
by 2047 


Vv 


Union Minister Man- 
sukh Mandaviya said 
target has been set to 
position India among 
the top five Olympics 
medal-winning coun- 
tries by 2047, when it 
celebrates the cente- 
nary of its independ- 
ence. In order to 
achieve this target, the 
country needs a talent 
pool of world-level 
coaches and training, 
the Youth Affairs and 
Sports Minister said 
after taking part in the 
10th Convocation cere- 
mony of Laxmibai Na- 
tional Institute of Phys- 
ical Education. PTI 


GOTEMBA (JAPAN) 
Indian golfers 
face weather 
delay 


V 


Indian quartet of Krish- 
nav Chopraa, Vedant 
Sirohi, Kartik Singh and 
Rakshit Dahiya spent 
the whole of the sec- 
ond day waiting for the 
weather to clear as 
Japan’s Rintaro Nakano 
took the lead before 
play suspended at the 
Asia-Pacific Amateur 
Championship here Fri- 
day. Chopraa (68), 
Sirohi (69), Singh (71) 
and Dahiya (75), all of 
whom played in the 
morning slot on the 
first day, were waiting 
till they were told that 
would get to tee off 
only on Saturday. PTI 


GWALIOR 
Prohibitory 
orders ahead 
of T20I 


v4 


Days before a T20I 
cricket match between 
India and Bangladesh in 
Gwalior, the district 
magistrate has 
clamped prohibitory 
orders, banning 
protests and circula- 
tion of inflammatory 
material, especially on 
social media, to main- 
tain peace and ensure 
an incident-free match. 
The orders will be in 
force till Oct 7 and 
come in the wake of a 
‘Gwalior bandh’ call 
given by the Hindu Ma- 
hasabha on Oct 6 and 
protests by other or- 
ganisations. PTI 


News from 


SPORT 


NZ ride on Devine show 


Thrash India by 58 runs as skipper does star turn in Women’s T20 World Cup 


PTI 
DUBAI 


A completely out of sorts 
India were trumped by op- 
position skipper Sophie 
Devine’s flamboyant bat- 
ting and tactical astuteness 
as New Zealand powered to 
58-run win in a lopsided 
Women’s T20 World Cup 
game here on Friday. 

The ‘White Ferns’ also 
put an end to their 10-match 
losing streak with their 
biggest win against India in 
T20Is. Ona pitch which was 
extremely difficult for bat- 
ting, Devine’s power- 
packed unbeaten 57 off 36 
balls took New Zealand to 
an above-par 160 for 4 in 20 
overs. 

The 35-year-old Kiwi leg- 
end then used her slow 
bowlers to first choke the 
‘Women in Blue’ and then 
asked her seamers to take 
pace off deliveries blowing 
the opposition for a meagre 
102 in 19 overs. The differ- 
ence between two sides was 
brute power, a mandatory 
requirement on such sur- 
faces, which Devine and her 
two openers Suzie Bates 
and Georgia Plimmer pos- 
sessed. 

For India, most of their 
batters didn’t have enough 
muscle to even clear the 30- 
yard circle. The game for all 
practical reasons was won 
and lost in the Powerplay. 
While Bates (27 off 24 balls) 
and young Plimmer (34 off 23 
balls) added 55 in the first six 
overs, India lost their three 
potential game-changers, 
Shafali Verma (2), Smriti 
Mandhana (12) and skipper 
Harmanpreet Kaur (15) in the 
Powerplay for only 43 runs. 

The best part about 
Devine was that the batter 
in her understood what the 
skipper required to do. She 
started with left-arm spin- 
ner Eden Carson (2/34 in 4 
overs) from one end and 
Shafali, who is never com- 
fortable if pace is taken off 
deliveries, closed her bat 
face and a simple return 


We = i: 


New Zealand’s captain Sophie Devine celebrates her fifty during the T20 WC 2024 match against India at Dubai. — Photo: AP 


South Africa’s Mlaba too hot to handle 


catch lobbed to the bowler. 
Mandhana, India’s best and 
most consistent batter over 
the past few years, also tried 
to get going and was holed 
out in the deep while 
seamer Rosemary Mair 
(4/19 in 4 overs) bowled 
one that swung in to hit 
Harmanpreet on the pads. 

Such was the slowness 
that even Lea Tahuhu (3/15 
in 4 overs) had Jemimah Ro- 
drigues trying to chip it 
over mid-on but the stroke 
lacked power and Richa 
Ghosh chipped one to mid- 
off as the Indian challenge 
fizzled out in a jiffy. 

Earlier, on a sticky track 
where stroke-making was 
difficult, Devine muscled 
her way with seven bound- 
aries as most Indian bowlers 
sans Deepti Sharma used 
the tackiness of the track to 
good effect for the better 
part of the innings. 


DUBAI: South Africa 
proved to be too strong for 
West Indies as they 
romped to a 10-wicket win 
to begin their campaign in 
the ICC Women’s T20 
World Cup on arousing 
note here on Friday. 

Asked to bat first, West 
Indies were restricted to 
118 for six but the total 
would have been far less 
than that, had it not been 
for Stafanie Taylor’s un- 
beaten 41-ball 44. For 
South Africa, left-arm spin- 
ner Nonkululeko Mlaba re- 
turned career-best figures 
of 4/29, while Marizanne 
Kapp ended with 2/14. In 
reply, South Africa com- 
pleted the task with 13 
balls to spare. Skipper 
Laura Wolvaardt (59 off 55 


South Africa, left-arm spinner Nonkululeko Mlaba 
returned career-best figures of 4/29. 


balls) and Tazmin Brits (57 
off 52 balls), who had ear- 
lier in the day pulled off an 
excellent catch at cover 
point, got the job done eas- 
ily for last edition’s run- 
ners-up. Earlier, South 
Africa bowlers maintained 


a tight line and length to 
force the West Indians into 
the back foot, and the 
day’s first breakthrough 
came about when Ma- 
rizanne Kapp had Hayley 
Matthews (10 off 11 balls) 
caught behind. pr: 


Wafi stars in 
Hyderabad victory 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Wafi Kachchhi’s 
104 (x4) pro- 
pelled Hyderabad 
to a 75-run victory 
over Andhra CA in 
the Group F clash 
in the BCCI JR 
Men’s U-19 Vinoo Mankad 
Trophy at PCA Ground, 
Mullanpur, Mohali on Fri- 
day. 

Hyderabad posted 317/5 
in 50 overs, powered by 
Wafi Kachchhi’s brilliant 
century, supported by 
Aaron George’s 83 and Sid- 
dharth Rao’s 78. In reply, 


Waft Kachchhi 


Andhra could only 
manage 243/8, de- 
spite a fighting 76 
from B Yashwanth 
and 37 from T 
Varun Satwik. MA 
Malik and N Sud- 
heev each took two 
wickets as Hyder- 
abad cruised to a 
well-deserved victory. 
VINOO MANKAD TROPHY: 
Hyderabad CA 317/5 in 50 
overs (Aaron George 83, Wafi 
Kachchhi 104, Siddharth Rao 
78; B Pranav Reddy 2/65) bt 
Andhra CA 243/8 in 50 overs 
(T Varun Satwik 37, B Yash- 
wanth 76; MA Malik 2/37, N 
Sudheev 2/43). 


Dhriti bowls Hyd to win 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Drithi Kesari’s sensational 
bowling performance, with 
figures of 5/22, led Hyder- 
abad CA to a 23-run victory 
over Kerala CA ina Group C 
clash of the BCCI Junior 
Women’s U-19 T20 Trophy 
at Sanosara Cricket Ground, 
Rajkot, on Friday. 

Batting first, Hyderabad 
posted 148/7 in their 20 
overs. After an early set- 
back, Kavyasree steadied 
the innings with 37-ball 35, 
while Nidhi added 25 off 28 
balls. Tejaswini provided 
momentum with a quickfire 
23 from 17 balls, including 
four boundaries and Sru- 


Drithi Kesari 


jana’s late flourish of 10 off 3 
balls, with a six on the final 
delivery, helped Hyderabad 
set a challenging target. 
Later, Hyderabad’s Vaish- 
navi Yadav provided the 


first breakthrough in the 
fifth over, followed by wick- 
ets from Gayatri and Te- 
jaswini. Kerala were 77/4 
when Drithi Kesari was in- 
troduced in the llth over. 
She made an immediate im- 
pact, taking two wickets off 
her first two balls and went 
on to decimate Kerala’s 
middle and lower order. 
Kerala were bowled out for 
125 in 18.4 overs. 

BRIEFS: BCCI Junior 
Women’s U-19 T20 Trophy: 
Hyderabad CA 148/7 in 20 
overs (Kavya Sree 35; Nived- 
hyamol 2/15, Ishitha 2/25) 
bt Kerala CA 125 in 18.4 
overs (Isabel 48, K Vaishnavi 
Yadav 2/23, Drithi Kesari 
5/22); BCCI JR Men’s U-19 


Irani Cup: Sarfaraz 
key for Mumbai 


LUCKNOW 


After a record-breaking 
double hundred in the first 
innings, middle-order bat- 
ter Sarfaraz Khan remained 
unbeaten on 9 with Tanush 
Kotian on 20 as Mumbai 
ended Day 4 at 153 for 6 in 
the second inning against 
the Rest of India at Bharat 
Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vaj- 
payee Ekana Cricket Sta- 
dium. 

The day had begun with 
ROI looking to claw back 
into the game after Mumbai 
posted a daunting first-in- 
nings score of 537. Abhi- 
manyu Easwaran, continu- 
ing from his overnight 151, 
and Dhruv Jurel, who re- 
sumed on 30, played with 
purpose and elegance. The 
pair put on a magnificent 
165-run partnership for the 
fifth wicket, leading ROIs 
resurgence. 

Easwaran, untroubled by 
Mumbai’s decision to take 
the new ball, showed his 
class and composure. Jurel 
too played with fluency, 
though heartbreak awaited 
him as he fell seven runs 
short of a well-deserved 
century. Easwaran, the rock 
of the innings, finally per- 
ished for a brilliant 191. His 
departure triggered a rapid 
collapse, as ROI, from a po- 


Mumbai ends day 4 
at 153/6 after Jain 
runs has the top 
order in knots with 
his wristy spin 
bowling 


sition of strength at 393/4, 
lost their last six wickets for 
a paltry 23 runs. They were 
bowled out for 416, giving 
Mumbai a significant first- 
innings lead of 121. 

Despite the advantage, 
Mumbai’s second innings 
unravelled swiftly. Prithvi 
Shaw seemed determined 
to extend Mumbai’s lead, 
smashing a blistering 76 off 
105 balls. But Saransh Jain, 
ROI’s off-spinner, had other 
plans. On a pitch increas- 
ingly assisting spinners, Jain 
wove his magic, turning the 
game on its head. 


BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 
537 & 153/6 in 40 overs 
(Prithvi Shaw 75, Tanush 
Kotian 20 not out; Saransh 
Jain 4-67, Manav Suthar 2- 
40) lead Rest of India 416 
all out in 110 overs (Abhi- 
manyu Easwaran 191, Dhruv 
Jurel 93; Tanush Kotian 3- 
101, Shams Mulani 3-122) 
by 274 runs. tans 


Sangakkara calls 
Karthik as one of 
T20’s best finishers 


NEW DELHI 


Former Sri Lankan cricket 
legend and Rajasthan Roy- 
als’ Director of Cricket, 
Kumar Sangakkara, hailed 
ex-India wicketkeeper bat- 
ter Dinesh Karthik as one of 
the best finishers in T20 
cricket worldwide. The 39- 
year-old Karthik, who had 
announced retirement from 
all forms of cricket earlier in 
June, became the first-ever 
Indian to participate in the 
SA20, scheduled from Janu- 
ary 9 to February 8. 

In the T20 format alone 
for various teams, including 
in the IPL, Karthik has 
scored 7407 runs in 401 
matches at a strike rate of 
136.96. He played his last 
competitive cricket during 
this year’s IPL for RCB, 
where he played a crucial 
role in the team’s playoff 
qualification, scoring 326 
runs in 14 matches at a 


strike rate of 187.36. 
Speaking after the 
player’s auction, San- 


gakkara expressed his satis- 
faction with the players ac- 
quired and said, “We pretty 
much got our first pick, our 
first choices. We only had a 
couple of slots to fill. The 
auction itself, as always 
with Graeme (Smith) at the 
head of it, was very enjoy- 
able. But at the same time, I 


Dinesh Karthik 


think all sides will be happy 
with how it was conducted, 
including the regulations 
and the players.” 

Discussing the replace- 
ments for Jos Buttler and 
the addition of Joe Root and 
Karthik, Sangakkara empha- 
sised their importance to 
the squad, said, “It’s very 
important. Joe Root is not 
just an incredibly experi- 
enced and capable player; 
what he adds to the team in 
terms of knowledge, experi- 
ence, and how he invests 
himself into the team and 
connects with other players 
is magnificent. I saw this 
first-hand when he joined 
us in the IPL.” tans 


Delhi franchise signs Sreejesh 


NOIDA 


Legendary Indian  goal- 
keeper PR Sreejesh was on 
Friday named the Director 
of Hockey in the Delhi fran- 
chise for the upcoming 
Hockey India League. SG 
Sports, Media and Enter- 
tainment (SGSE), part of the 
APL Apollo Group, has ac- 
quired the Delhi team, to be 
named Delhi SG Pipers, for 
the HIL, which is set to be 
revived after a gap of seven 
years. 

The corporate house has 
bought both the men’s and 
women teams of Delhi. The 
league will be held in two 
venues — Rourkela (men) 
and Ranchi (women) — and 
will begin on December 28. 

While the men’s competi- 
tion will have eight teams, 
six sides will feature in the 
women’s event, which is 
being held for the first time. 
The league will be played 
from December 28 to Febru- 
ary 1. The sport’s world gov- 
erning body, FIH, has given 
a sanction of 10 years for 


Sreejesh named Director of Hockey in Delhi franchise for 
upcoming Hockey India League. 


HIL. The player auction for 
the league will be held here 
from October 13 to 15. A total 
of 10 franchise owners have 
come on board. Tennis leg- 
end Mahesh Bhupathi is the 
CEO of the Delhi side. 

Having retired from the 
sport after the Paris 
Olympics, where India won 
their second successive 
bronze medal at the Games, 
Sreejesh will not participate 
in the league. 

He, however, is excited to 
be involved with the admin- 
istrative side of the game. 


“It’s a totally different set 
up for me. Till last month I 
was an active player, but 
now I will be in a different 
role,” Sreejesh said. 

“T don’t want to play any- 
more, instead help in de- 
veloping the next supply 
chain for Indian hockey. I 
just want to develop Indian 
hockey. “I just want to pro- 
mote Indian hockey and 
my job right now is to de- 
velop the game, help 
youngsters with my experi- 
ence and knowledge,” he 
added. pt 


Top stars to 
feature in TSL 
season 3 


ABU DHABI 


Iga Swiatek, Aryna Sa- 
balenka, Daniil Medvedev, 
Andy Rubley, and Nick 
Kyrgios among other ten- 
nis superstars will feature 
in a star-studded lineup of 
players for the third season 
of Tennis Super League, 
scheduled to take place- 
from Dec 19 to 22, 2024. 
The stellar lineup, fea- 
turing two Olympic gold 
medalists, five Grand Slam 
champions, six of the top 12 
male players, and six of the 
top 10 female players, is set 
to assemble at the Etihad 
Arena as the Abu Dhabi 
Sports Council , Depart- 
ment of Culture and 
Tourism, and Miral once 
again gear up to host “The 
Greatest Show on Court’. 
Among the male stars, Ste- 
fanos Tsitsipas Sumit 
Nagal and Aussie sensation 
Nick Kyrgios will also re- 
turn for one of the biggest 
sporting events. ans 


Sumit Nagal to compete in 
World Tennis League 


ABU DHABI 


India’s top singles player 
Sumit Nagal will feature in 
the upcoming World Tennis 
League which have many 
global stars such as world 
number five Daniil 
Medvedev and women’s US 
Open champion Aryna Sa- 
balenka, the organisers an- 
nounced on Friday. 

It is not yet known which 
team Nagal, ranked 83 in the 
world, would play for in the 
League, scheduled to take 
place at the iconic Etihad 
Arena from December 19 to 
22. 

The WTL features two 
Olympic gold medallists, 
five Grand Slam champions, 
six of the top 12 male play- 
ers, and six of the top 10 fe- 
male players, including 
world No. 1 and French 
Open champion Iga 
Swiatek. Reigning Wimble- 
don champion Barbora Kre- 
jctkova and women’s dou- 


India’s Sumit Nagal will feature in the upcoming World Tennis 
League which have many global stars 


bles Paris Olympics gold 
medallist Jasmine Paolini 
will make their debut. 
Medvedev, world number 
six Andrey Rublev, who was 
part of the WTL 2023 title- 
winning team Eagles, will 


compete again along with 
2024 US Open runner-up 
Taylor Fritz (Men’s World 
No. 7), Hubert Hurkacz 
(Men’s World no. 8) and 
Casper Ruud (Men’s World 
No. 9). pti 


Ex-cop Sharad 
Kumar heads 
BCCI’s ACU 


NEW DELHI 


Retired IPS officer Sharad 
Kumar, who headed the 
anti-terror organisation 
NIA for four years, has 
been appointed as the new 
chief of the BCCI’s Anti- 
Corruption Unit, bringing 
extensive experience to the 
role. Hailing from Uttar 
Pradesh, the appointment 
of 68-year-old Kumar was 
done on October 1 in the 
cricketing body. BCCI’s 
ACU head is appointed for 
a three-year term. His 
name was finalised in the 
BCCI’s Annual General 
Meeting on September 29. 
He is a 1979 batch IPS offi- 
cer from the Haryana cadre 
and has had a distinguished 
career, especially as the 
chief of the National Inves- 
tigation Agency from 2013 
to 2017. He will take over 
from KK Mishra who was 
appointed last year but did 
not complete his term due 
to unspecified reasons. pri 


